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One morning in Chicago I noticed a small dog crossing the street 
against the lights. He was skinny with black, wavy hair and a long tail. 
He had a delicate way of curling his forepaw while looking both ways 
with frightened eyes for an opening in the string of cars racing by. Then 
lowering his head, with his tail straight out behind him, scuttled through 
the traffic to the curb where I was standing. 

“Hi there, boy,” I said, reaching down for his head. 

The sound of my voice seemed to terrify him. Jumping sideways 
with great alarm, he ran dangerously close to the wheels of a speeding 
taxi. Then he hurried along the side of the street about half a block 
ahead of me while I continued on my way to the hotel. 

I thought no more about him. I turned a corner and crossed an 
intersection. But when I stopped to wait for a traffic light, I found the 
dog standing beside me. 

“Hello,” I said. 

He was startled, but this time he stepped away only four feet to 
stare at me with his black eyes. 

“Come here, Sport,” I said and snapped my fingers. 

He didn’t budge. But he began to wag his tail. We crossed the 
street side by side. Every time I spoke, as we hurried along, he re- 
plied with a toss of his head and a faster wag of his tail. 

Soon he was bored with just walking. Suddenly bounding ahead, 
he stopped short on the sidewalk to crouch and peer at me from be- 
hind his paws. When I got close to him, he bounded ahead again. Clear- 
ing a crack in the sidewalk with a grossly exaggerated leap, he hid 
behind a doorstep to glare at me with mock hostility. When I got close 


we no longer belonged to one another 
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again, I stamped my foot. With a yelp of pleasure he jumped four 
feet, ran three times around a lamp post, and hid behind a mail box. 

He thought up all kinds of variations to this game until we came 
to my hotel. I reached to pat his head in farewell. He didn’t know 
that we no longer belonged to one another. In fact, he thought I was 
starting a new kind of game and began to tug atyimy sleeve. Finally 
he stood quietly, wagging his tail while I scratched behind his ears. 

After a final pat, I passed through the hotel’s glass door. The 
dog was puzzled. He jumped up against the door and peered through 
the glass with a paw curled as he watched me going into the lobby. 
He yelped once or twice and watched a long time. 

Finally jumping down, he returned to the street. His head was 
low again and his tail trailing forlornly behind. He needed somebody 
to belong to. He thought he was in business when he ran into me. But 
for reasons he couldn’t understand, it just didn’t work out. 

He was pretty mature for a pup; he didn’t let it bother him very 
long. While waiting for my elevator, I saw him begin to sniff at a 
newsboy folding papers. 


by OLIVER ANDRESEN 


Every year the Caribbean 
synod Luther League holds 
a retreat including discus- 
sion groups, divisional pre- 
sentations, recreation, and 
newspaper work. The 1958 
retreat marked the second 
year in which the retreat 
was shared with LLA Carib- 
bean work campers. De- 
spite a language barrier 
(Puerto Ricans usually 
speak Spanish), the pro- 
gram was inspiring and 
filed with enthusiasm. 
Here a girl models a hat 
for one of the contests. It 
represents the island of 
Puerto Rico. 


Community Project for 30 

Thirty youngsters—about 175 years 
rounger than the George Taylor man- 
sion in Catasauqua, Penna.—helped to 
‘estore the home of Lehigh County’s 
mnly signer of the Declaration of In- 
dependence. 

The fellows and girls, with a few 
idult supervisors from the Luther 
League of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
gathered at the house with sandpaper 
slocks and scrapers. Their project: to 
scrape the paint off the woodwork and 
slaster walls in the living room and 
itairway. Although each of the eight 
rooms has a fireplace, the colonial 
nome was unheated. The kids worked 
0 keep warm. 

“We took this on as a Christian 
project to aid the community,” one 
éaguer said, with the knowledge that 
iigh school pupils of the future will 
visit the home of a friend of Benjamin 
Franklin and William Allen. 


Trial Camp in Nebraska 

Central States Luther Leaguers chose 
a weekend in December as the trial 
Seriod for their first synodical work 
camp. Clint McDonald, social action 


chairman and director of the work 
camp, said the purposes were the try- 
ing out of the work camp idea and 
the training of leaders to handle future 
camps. 

The site of the camp was Good 
Samaritan Village, Hastings, Nebraska, 
a retirement colony established by the 
American Lutheran Church. 


Bethel Puts On the Dog 

Bethel Luther Leaguers, Manassas, 
Virginia, donned their ‘“Dogpatch” 
clothes for a Sadie Hawkins Party in 
the parish hall. Turn-about was fair 
play as the girls provided transporta- 
tion and the boys fixed and served re- 
freshments, Prizes were awarded to the 
girl and boy with the most original 
costumes. 

Bethel leaguers have undertaken the 
project of keeping office files and 
church records up to date as a con- 
tinuous service project. 

Highlighting October for Manassas 
leaguers was the Shenandoah Officers’ 
Conference held at Bethel. The young 
people of the church, the ULCW and 
the ULCM all worked together to 
make this workshop a success. 


NEWS 


Kay 
Goodman 


N.C. Teenager of Year 


An active leaguer from Salisbury, 
North Carolina, was nominated ‘‘Teen- 
ager of the Year’? by the Luther 
League of her church. And she won 
the title. She was chosen from among 
130 candidates from her state by the 
N.C. Junior Chamber of Commerce. 


Kay Goodman, now a freshman at 
Duke University, served as recreational 
chairman, secretary, and pianist of her 
local league. In addition to league, 
Sunday school, and general work at 
her church, St. John’s, her other ac- 
complishments include: first girl elect- 
ed student body president of Boyden 
high school in over 20 years; girls’ 
city tennis champion for three consecu- 
tive years; president of the Future 
Homemakers; and a member of the 
National Honor Society. 


Her classmates selected her as the 
best-all-around and most courteous 
student. She was winner of the Rotary 
Cup for rendering the most leadership 
and unselfish service to the school, and 
winner of ‘‘Miss Boyden” award as 
the student who “portrays best all the 
ideals for which the school stands,” 
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Stewardship in Edmonton 
District 

The Edmonton district stewardship 
rally at Stony Plain, Alberta, Can- 
ada, was planned by A.C.L.L. execu- 
tive committee member, Lillian 
Kneller. The host Luther League led 
the group in devotions. This was fol- 
lowed by a talk by Pastor Louis F. 
Schoepp, who then divided the 
leaguers into four groups, each of 
which was asked to study a different 
Bible passage and report its conclu- 
sions regarding Christian stewardship. 
A spontaneous discussion arose as the 
result of the report of one group, a 
discussion of the meaning of talents. 

The host leaguers presented the 
LLA skit ‘Time for Sale.” All pres- 
ent were asked to make current time 
schedules for themselves: one of how 
their day is actually spent, and one re- 
allotting time to include a tithe for 
God. The film, “Money for the Mas- 
ter,’ was followed by a discussion of 
the question: should students tithe. 


Five Hundred Skate 

Tremendous league interest pro- 
duced a good turn out at the St. John’s, 
Waterloo, skating party in late No- 
vember. Over 500 leaguers from 
Kitchener and nearby conferences at- 
tended the outing. The host league 
served refreshments to the ardent 
skaters. 


Tavistock Talks 
In presenting a topic to the Luther 
League of Trinity, Tavistock, Canada, 
Jim Wilker explained the meaning of 


Christian vocation in the light of © 


knowledge he had gained while at- 
tending the Luther League of Canada 
officers’ conference held in the fall. 


President Arlene Wilhelm was in 
charge of the business meeting during 
which the league adopted its new con- 
stitution. A backwards social was 
slanned for later in the month. 


Mopsies Multiply 
Twenty-three hundred teen-agers 
from eastern Pennsylvania high 
schools besieged Muhlenberg College 
in November for the fourth annual 
“Mopsy Day”’ recreational event. The 
young people are members of leagues 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 

and adjacent states. : 
Largest contingent came from Phil- 
idelphia and Norristown, according 
‘0 Phyllis Brown, chairman. ‘This is 
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the largest crowd ever to attend a 
Mopsy Day,’ Phyllis said. “Last year 
1,700 young people came for their day 
of recreation at the college.” 

First event on the busy afternoon 
and evening schedule was the Muhlen- 
berg-Franklin and Marshall football 
game. Later, three programs took place. 
Each Luther Leaguer could arrange to 
attend two. There was an organ recital 
by George A. Weckman, a science- 
fiction film, “The Strange Ways of 
Cosmic Rays,’ and a combo. 

Dr. J. Conrad Seegers, Muhlenberg 
president, and Clarence Hall of Wil- 
mington, Del., president of the Min- 
isterlum LL, brought greetings during 
dinner. Following a song fest, a sock- 
hop concluded the program. 


Dick Young, a leaguer at Temple Lutheran Church, 
Brookline (near Philadelphia), took this picture of the 
senior Luther League of his church. His hobby is photog- 


raphy. He puts it to work for the league’s photo album. 
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Tri-evening in Indiana 


Recently the Springfield parish Lu- 
ther League of Harlan, Indiana, 
crowded a square dance, wiener roast, 
and a hay ride into one evening's 
schedule. A short devotional period 
followed the wiener roast. Monroeville 
Luther ’ Leaguers were invited as 
guests. About 60 leaguers and adults 
were present. 


Decorating was done by Sharon 
Thomas, Jeraldine Doisil, and Stanley 
Gorrell with the Luther League colors. 
The decorations were finished with a 
huge Luther League emblem. 


Canadians Rally 


Zurich, Canada, was the scene of a 
recent rally of the Stratford conference 
Luther League. Ron Schmidt, president 
of the conference, was in charge of the 
business sessions. 

Guest speakers were Professor Tei- 
gen, Waterloo College, who gave a 
lecture on Satan; Carol Kreutzkamp, 
LLC representative; Pastor A. Datars 
who spoke on the theme “Christ and 
Youth.” 

“CU at CU” and “It’s Your League” 
filmstrips were shown. Twelve leagues 
were represented by 117 leaguers. 


Sports-minded Leaguer 


The vice president of the Luther 
League in Portage, Penna., holds the 
state record for completing 21 touch- 
down passes in a nine-game season. 
He is Ronald Poruban, a student at 
Beaverdale-Wilmore high school. 

Ronald, playing quarterback posi- 
tion, has led the team through two 
undefeated seasons. In 1958 the team 
scored 379 points, the highest of any 
school in the state. It won the cham- 
pionship of the Western Pennsylvania 
conference and the inter-county play- 
offs. 

The First Lutheran church leaguer 
has earned three letters in football and 
three in basketball. He is on the high 
school honor roll, was a member of 
the student council, and works on the 
yearbook staff. He was an active acolyte 
at the church and now teaches in the 
intermediate department of the Sun- 
day school. 


Ronald Poruban shows how 
he led the Beaverdale-Wil- 
more team to victory. 


The Anti-Defamation league has organized a list of suggestions on 
how parents should react when a child comes home, upset and 
tearful, because he has been subjected to name-calling because of 
his religion or race. We share them with you: 

These are basic rules. Every situation is a little different. You 
will have to use your tact and be flexible. 


—Don’t get excited or angry. 
If you do, you will give your 
child a feeling that something 
critical has really happened, 
thus deepening the effects of the 
incident. 

—Don’t have a prejudiced re- 
action of your own by saying 
something like “What can you 
expect from an ignorant ....!” 

—Don’t give your child a 
theoretical explanation of the 
roots of prejudice and scape- 
goating. 

—Don’t attempt any explana- 
tion at all if you or your child is 
emotionally upset from the ex- 
perience. First calm yourself and 


the child. 


There are positive steps you 
can take, too: 

—Consider the basic reasons 
behind the incident. 

—Try to see the situation from 


Congregations Are Vital 

Who's important in LLI? “Our lo- 
-al congregations!’”’ respond the ofh- 
‘ers. Just to show how sincerely they 
mean it 25 young people gathered 
from all parts of the state for another 
Grass Roots Training Session. Here, 
explanations of the various functions 
of the Luther League were given; 
workshops were conducted; numerous 
practice problems were given to teams 
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a child’s point of view. Evaluate 
the respective situations of your 
child and the other. 

—Find out the real nature of 
the dispute that prompted the 
name-calling. Name-calling is a 
form of bullying; it is also a de- 
fense against a real or imagined 
hurt. For some reason the child 
who did the name-calling was 
angry. Tell your child why. 

—As your child grows older 
and his understanding increases, 
he will become interested in and 
be able to think through larger 
issues of group relations and 
problems of discrimination. But 
make sure you do not outpace 
your child’s ability to grasp your 
explanation. 

—Above all, fortify your 
child’s self-esteem and self-re- 
spect by making him feel he is a 
valuable member of his family 
and society. 


to solve; games, songs, and other 
types of recreation were learned. 

Why all this bother? Mainly because 
these leaguers wanted to better pre- 
pare themselves to go as Grass Roots 
teams into the congregational leagues 
of Illinois. Vivian Smith is Grass 
Roots chairman. LLI’s wheels were 
sent a spinnin’, and now our home 
leagues are getting help—the best LLI 
can give them. 


NEWS 


The Luther 
_ League, Calvary Luther- 
/ an Church, Cranford, 
+ New Jersey, presented 
, “The Christmas Voice” 
for a ULCW banquet 
and the Sunday School. 
Pictured are four of the 
cast, left to right: Edwin 
_ Force, Jr., Frederic Sieg, 
Kathy Burns, and Karen 
Force. 


Senior 


Pittsburgh Patter 


Approximately 25 prospective Pitts- 
burgh synod SHARE'’rs were present 
for a briefing session at Trinity Luth- 
eran, Clairton, Pa. Six SHARE’rs from 
1957-58 returned for a second year. 
Leaguers were briefed in topic presen- 
tation, worship planning, the five-fold 
program, and finances. The SHARE’rs 
present these points to the leaguers 
and give a sample worship service and 
topic presentation. 

SHARE means Serve Christ by 
bringing the youth of our synod in 
closer fellowship with Him. Help in 
revitalizing a Luther League beset with 
the familiar sickness of “no pepsy.” 
And Relay Enthusiasm which is an 
important ingredient of every league. 

Recently over 1000 Luther Leaguers 
of Pittsburgh synod attended a foot- 
ball game on Thiel campus. 


10 


lowa Rallies and Retreats 

Fall rallies were held throughout 
Iowa recently—at Fairfield, Waterloo, 
Newton, and Sioux City. The theme 
for these rallies was “When Others 
Have their Gods, Why Witness 
Christ ?”” 

The PSALT Retreat was held in 
November at the 4-H camp near Lu- 
ther, Iowa. This was formerly two 
separate conferences: the Prairie 
Schooner And Leadership Training. 
Approximately 50 state leaders and 
congregational leaguers were present 
for this training program. During the 
conference six training groups were 
held to which those present attended 
by rotating. They were cell groups, 
retreats, a forum on race and foreign 
policy, Christian ethics and religion, 
devotional planning, and Prairie 
Schooner planning. 


Lutherans Are Beauties 

| Three Lawrence (Kansas) high 
school seniors were chosen recently as 
inalists for the title of 1958 home- 
soming queen. The trio of beauties 
was chosen from 14 nominees. 

| Trinity Lutheran Church of Law- 
rence was represented 100% in the 
selection of the three finalists. Attend- 
ants to the queen were Nancy Miller 
ind Jeannie Wheeler. The queen was 
Mary Hammig. All three girls are 
members of the senior Luther League. 
Mary is the secretary. 

Jeannie and Nancy are cheer lead- 
2rs; Jeannie is head cheer leader. The 
chree belong to a physical education 
club for girls of which Mary is presi- 
dent. Nancy is secretary of the senior 
class at LHS. 


NEW: 


The 1956 homecoming queen also 
was a Lutheran, Sharon Hazelet. The 
pastor has announced that LHS seems 
to choose its queens from the teaching 
staff of the primary department of the 
Sunday school. The 1956 queen was 
a teacher in that department as well as 
the present queen and Nancy Miller. 

The Sunday following her corona- 
tion, Mary was in junior church with 
her primary class. At the conclusion of 
the service the pastor announced that 
if girls of the church were interested 
in becoming future queens of LHS 
homecomings they should be sure to 
teach in the primary department. The 
superintendent reported that four girls 
applied. Their ages were 14, 11, 10 
and 8. 


hree leaguers are finalists for homecoming queen 


NEWS 


Two Virginia Leagues 
Entertain 

The Luther League of Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church, Woodstock, held a 
reception recently for the Massenutten 
Military cadets who attend the Luth- 
eran church. A delicious buffet supper 
was served by the women of the 
church. Getting acquainted games and 
ping-pong were played after supper. 
Approximately 30 young people par- 
ticipated in the reception. 

St. Paul’s Luther League, Roanoke, 
also had a dinner meeting in their so- 
cial hall with 30 leaguers present. The 
girls under the direction of the advisor, 
prepared the meal and the boys helped 
with the dishes. After the meal, Becky 
Thomas, with the assistance of Danna 
Drew, Donna Calhoun, Sharon Sarg- 
ent and Larry Jones, presented the 
program “A Mighty Fortress.” The 
evening was a great success. The 
leaguers voted to have a monthly affair. 


Floridians 
fellowship 
at 

meal 

time 


Southern Florida Rallies 
First United Lutheran Church, West 
Palm Beach, was the scene of the 
Florida southern conference rally. 
Guest speaker was Clyde Schneider 
who showed films on the Holy Land. 
He centered his thoughts and slides 
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Conference Hears about 
Stewardship 

The Roanoke Conference (Virginia) 
Luther League held a recent meeting 
at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Roan- 
oke. 

Joe Davis, president of the Blue 
Ridge Scout Council, told the leaguers 
that they could tithe their time as well 
as their talents, which would amount 
to two hours a day for God. 

Mic McAlister, a business man from 
the Roanoke area, explained the stew- 
ardship of talents. 

Raleigh Sandy told the leaguers 
about the LLA convention to be held 
at Cornell University, and Luther 
Mauney, Jr., explained the new 


pledge-apportionment system of giv- 
ing. 

The Reverend Marshall Mauney 
impressed the leaguers by saying “‘you 
should possess your possessions instead 
of your possessions possessing you.” 


around the general topic, ““T Forma- 
tion—Time, Talent and Treasure.” 

The 120 leaguers present elected 
the following officers: Ronda Cagle, 
president; Pat Nicholes, vice presi- 
dent; Sue Farber, secretary; and Wayne 
Clark, treasurer. 


Canada Accounts 


HELPers (Canada LL synodical 
caravaners), coming from every sec- 
tion of Canada synod, are Grace Weit- 
zel, Bob Gerbig, Hilda Haack, Mary 
Jane Howald, Carol Kreutzkamp, Har- 
vey Weppler, Marian Minke, Marlene 
Maes, Ken Diebel, Edith Vogt, Lorna 
Lee, Hilda Rich, Carolyn Braun, Ruth 
‘Marie Braun, Jean Vogt, Elfrieda 
Klein, Randy Byskov, Charlotte Rutz, 
Joyce Radtke, and Norma Chapman. 
6 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Luther 
Leagues kept busy over the winter 
months, Trinity league helped its con- 
gregation celebrate its 70th anniver- 
sary in December by presenting part of 


NEW 


the anniversary program. Once a 
month the leaguers go bowling and 
they schedule another night each 
month for another type of outing— 
such as toboganning. 

St. Luke's, Winnipeg, has had sev- 
eral projects recently. One was to learn 
to square dance. The leaguers gathered 
at the home of one of their members, 
a square dance instructor, for lessons. 
Their main project for the year was 
the purchase of daily devotional book- 
lets for the congregation. They repair- 
ed church hymnals in several sessions 
and ended 1958 by caroling, decorat- 
ing the church Christmas tree, and 
helping to prepare for the Sunday 
school concert. 


LETTERS FROM A PRESIDENT 


We have long sensed that the 
Youth Make News section of LUTH- 
ER LIFE is more than a news sec- 
tion. From these pages many of 
your most successful ideas for 
parties, services, projects, topics, 
etc. are gleaned. You like to know 
what others are doing and how 
successful they are at it. 

The state/synodicai Luther 
League presidents have been asked 
to write brief summaries about 
their s/s activities. We asked them 
to share what they have done, and 
their aims for the future. You may 
wish to write to them for further 
information. 

. These reports begin with this is- 
sue and will continue for several 
months. 


CANADA 

Carl Mueller, 30 Yale Street, Lon- 
don, Ontario, Canada 

The past one and a half years has 
been a busy and profitable time for 
us in Canada. We have on our roles 
1143 active leaguers representing 84 
congregations throughout Ontario and 
Quebec. 

Last year our main emphasis was on 
our HELP Program. This is our syn- 
odical caravanning program, ’’Have 
Every Leaguer Participate.” We started 
with three teams consisting of four 
leaguers. At first we concentrated on 
two of our five conferences. Now we 
are covering all five conferences. We 
are covering such an extensive area 
that it would cost plenty of money to 
run the program. The executive com- 
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Prexy 

Mueller 

faces 

~ camera at 

Canada 

Officers’ 
Conference 


mittee of synod for Canada granted us 
$1,000. 

We have two main summer pro- 
grams. One is summer school. Leaguers 
may go, for a small fee, and brush up 
on the program of the Luther League 
of America. 

The Luther League summer camp 
has as its purpose the re-creation of 
body, mind, and spirit. Last year, our 
attendance doubled with fifty people 
attending the week-long camp. 

Something new this year was an of- 
ficers’ conference, held on a weekend 
in September at Camp Edgewood. The 
synodical officers conducted the work- 
shops and had two hours in which to 
present ideas and discuss problems. 

I think that a// elected and appoint- 
ed officers should be doing something. 
At our last executive meeting a recom- 
mendation and motion was passed to 
this effect. It states that the LLC divi- 
sions are to write one letter every two 
months, send a copy of the letter to 
the conference secretary and president. 
The conference secretary sends copies 
to the local league secretaries, presi- 
dents, and the conference presidents. 
The job can be done effectively this 
way. 

One thing I have been trying to do 
as president is to attend all confer- 
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ence meetings I can. This I feel puts 
enthusiasm in the conference because 
an executive member is taking an in- 
terest in what that particular confer- 
ence is doing. 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA 


Henry M. McKay, Jr., 367 Callo- 
way Drive, Macon, Georgia 

To introduce you to the Georgia- 
Alabama league I would have to take 
you to 46 individual leagues scattered 
over the two largest states east of the 
Mississippi River. In doing so you 
would shake hands with about 645 
leaguers. 

Our spirit is not in numbers. This 
belief shows in the way we finance 
our synodical league. We use the sys- 
tem of “grace giving.” We have yet 
to fail in meeting our LLA apportion- 
ment. 

To catch the spirit of our synodical 
league you would have to observe all 
of the leagues in action throughout the 
year. You would have to come along 
to our biggest function of the year, 
the annual convention, which in many 
respects is a convention and rally 
combined. You would have to sense 
the spirit of our leaguers coming from 
all corners of our 111,263 square 
miles of synod to the convention. 

Returning home with the leaguers 
you would be swept into their revital- 
ized programs. At the fall district ral- 
lies you could get a report from the 
leagues on their activities: Shades Val- 
ley sending college students bulletins 
and church news; Messiah conducting 
a scavanger hunt for old clothes; Re- 
deemer painting. 


In December the local officers and 
their advisors converge on a host con- 
gregation for the annual officers con- 
ference. During the Christmas season 
leaguers can be seen in choirs, pag- 
eants, and caroling to shut-ins. 

Throughout the rest of the year 
you would see the leagues involved in 
their evangelism programs, mission 
studies, Easter presentations, and 
spring rallies. In the late spring many 
leagues welcome their college students 
home with swimming parties, progres- 
sive parties, and the like. 

You could not be with us long 
without coming into contact with our 
newest program, ‘‘Synodical Visita- 
tion,” which was initiated at our 1958 
convention. This program is so new 
that it has not yet received its official 
name. It is conducted by the synodical 
and district officers. 

While with us I hope that you 
would sense a trend—a trend toward 
tolerance. Our most present concern 
in this region is racial intolerance. 


It would take a whole year of Sun- 
days for me to introduce you to the 
many sides of the spirit of the Luther 
League of Georgia-Alabama. But you 
would not have seen our spirit unless 
you recognized it as the Holy Spirit 
working through a group of youth 
dedicated to their Savior. 


NEW 


OHIO 


Lee Ann Parks, R.R. 1, Box 1, 
West Manchester, Ohio 


The Luther League of Ohio has 
4074 active leaguers from about 283 
leagues. Our synod Luther League is 
divided into four conferences and four- 
teen federations, the federation being 
the only strict organization of the two. 

One of the main objectives of this 
coming year is to encourage the 
leaguers to meet our apportionment. 
The LLO finance committee has some 
very ‘catchy communique” in circula- 
tion for stewardship drives. If any 
president or financial executive desires 
copies of such, let me know. 

Many of our leagues are having toy 
drives for broken toys to be repaired 
and given to needy children. Other 
leagues are giving dinners and ban- 
quets in honor of sons and daughters 
of their congregations who have be- 
come full time church workers. One 
of our federations is going to carol at 
the Bethany Lutheran Home for the 
Aged at Dayton. Another is collecting 
clothing to be packed for Lutheran 
World Federation Relief. 

We are all looking forward to our 
1959 convention which will be held 
June 21-23 at Wittenberg College. We 
extend an invitation to all who would 
like to attend. 
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COKE BREAKS 


by ROBERT W. LUTNES 
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S38 happened the other 
day that floored me so much that 
I went up to my room the first chance 
I had and scribbled it all down before 
I had a chance to forget. It wouldn't 
be much good as an English Composi- 
tion theme because I’m not much for 
words, but I think it’s worth your 
while bearing with me. 


I can imagine that if I were to tell 
you that one day the Lord Himself 
stopped by for a coke, well I can see 
it might cause a few eyebrows to at 
least wiggle a little bit and I can tell 
you right now that if these eyebrows 
haven't raised yet at what I’m suggest- 
ing, you'd better loosen your scalp, be- 
cause as sure as I’m writing this min- 
ute, the Lord Himself dropped into 
the Soda Shop and had a coke and 
he didn’t even pay for it. 


Now I can see that this immedi- 
ately raises some disturbing questions 
in your mind—I don’t mean him not 
paying the tab because I figure that 
no one would let the Lord pay for 
a coke, at least he wouldn’t if he knew 
it was the Lord—but I mean disturb- 
ing questions like how can our Lord 
who has been lifted high in the 
heavens sitting on a throne come down 
and drink a coke and why if he were 
to drop in and pay a personal visit 
wouldn’t he choose a place for his 
Epiphany like a beautiful cathedral 


the Lord stopped by for a coke 


sometimes he sort of jumps the gun 


or a synodical convention instead of 
all places, the soda shop but that’s just 
the trouble with us these days, we're 
always limiting the Lord—discrediting 
his miracles and qualifying his 
words and telling him what he 
ought to do and what He oughtn’t 
to do until it appears to me that He 
isn’t the Lord anymore but some sort 
of ecclesiastical jack-in-the-box who is 
supposed to epiphany up and out when 
the right theological note is sounded 
and if he sort of jumps the gun and 
epiphanies on a Trinity Sunday or ad- 
vents during the post-Easter season 
well we get all excited and check all 
our ecclesiastical machinery to find out 
why the Lord is out of kilter. 


As I Remember It 


Well, there was nothing unusual 
about the day the little episode took 
place. And there was nothing unusual 
about the hour. And there was nothing 
unusual about the girl. She had a 
magazine open in front of her and a 
double chocolate matt, but she wasn’t 
reading from the one or drinking from 
the other, but just staring sort of va- 
cant like out the window when he 
came up and sat down across from her. 

“How about treating me to a coke?” 
he said. 

She looked up at him just a little 
bit surprised. “Sure,” she said and she 
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reached into her wallet and handed 
him a dime. As she did so she noticed 
on his tie clasp the school insignia of 
a certain neighboring high school 
which I won’t bother to mention by 
name, but it hardly seemed to register 
with her and she looked out the win- 
dow again and kept Icoking out even 
after he came back and sat across the 
table from her sipping his coke, as 
though she had all of her problems 
and all her frustrations hovering in 
thin air above the street and she could 
see them out there and ponder them. 

Finally she looked up at him and 
said rather deliberately as though she 
were on the defensive. ‘‘How is it that . 
you, a student from this neighboring 
campus the name of which I prefer 
not to mention, are over here spong- 
ing a cup of coffee off from me, a stu- 
dent at PLC?” 


A Moment of Ease 


At first he didn’t say anything. He 
just smiled. And then he did a funny 
thing. He sort of half turned around 
and gazed out at the very same spot 
that she had been gazing just as 
though he could see eyerything that 
she had seen out there and then he 
looked back at her. She caught it right 
away and seemed flustered and em- 
barrassed. 

Then he spoke in a way that didn’t 


seem at all rude or nervy but so can- 
did that it was most refreshing. He 
said, “If you only could understand 
what are all of the practical everyday 
implications of God’s grace to you 
and if you had even the faintest glim- 
mer of who asked you for a coke, you 
would have said, ‘Sure, I’ve got a dime 
for a coke,’ and then you would have 
kidded me a little and said ‘but things 
aren't percolating so good inside me 
at the moment’ and then you would 
have asked me if I would give you 
some of my own brand of soda.” 

Well, that girl just didn’t bat an 
eye. Why, you'd thought she was the 
national president of the Alpha Psi 
(Omega the way she calmly looked back 
at him as though she didn’t catch a 
thing of what he was implying. Then 
she answered sort of disdainfully, 
“That's a good one,” she said. ‘Here 
you come in without even a dime for 
a soda and you begin talking like the 
board chairman of Coca-Cola. Or are 
you more important than the presi- 
dent of our PTA who saw to it that 
we got this soda shop? 

She looked out the window again 
but you could tell she was waiting for 
an answer. And the answer he gave 
was beautiful. He didn’t press her. He 
didn’t make fun of her. He knew that 
she knew what he was talking about 
but he didn’t act as though he did. 


she put it right on the line 


He just played the little game with 
her on the level she had chosen. 

“Y’know,” he said, “Everyone who 
drinks a bottle of this coke is always 
going to come wandering back for 
more. But the soda I serve is different. 
Whoever drinks of it will never need 
anymore. Y’know why?” he said. She 
shook her head and then he asid, ‘‘Be- 
cause the kind of coke I serve is the 
kind that becomes like a little perco- 
lator right down in the pit of your 
stomach and it just keeps perking and 
perking and perking and do you know 
what it finally perks into?’ he said, 
and she shook her head again, and he 
said ‘Eternal life.” 

She looked at him for a long mo- 
ment and then she said, “Would you 
give me a bottle of that coke so I 
won't be thirsty anymore or come over 
and sit like this.” 

Well, I just about knocked the salt 
and pepper shakers off the table that 
I'd been cleaning and polishing for the 
past ten minutes because when that 
girl asked him you could tell there was 
no fooling at all. There was none of 
that sophistication or breeziness to 
cover up. She just put it right on the 
line. 


A Moment of Tension 


And what’s more he seemed to 
know it because he put it right on the 
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, people are beginning to search 


line back at her. He said, “Why don’t 
you invite your fiance over and we 
can get acquainted.” 

She said, “I don’t have a fiance.” 

“Well, that’s certainly correct,” he 
said, and he sort of slouched back 
resigned-like in his chair. “You've al- 
ready had five fiances and the fellow 
you've been dating lately can’t even 
be called that.” 

“You're a minister, aren’t you?” she 
said. He didn’t answer her question. 
He just looked at her with a real kind 
concern, the kind you don’t see much 
of in our world today. 

Then she began to jabber real fast 
and you'd have thought she had just 
come out of a church history class. 

“Why is it there are so many 
synods and denominations in the 
church” she said, “Why are they al- 
ways fighting and bickering” she said. 
“Why is the church always so di- 
vided.” 

Well he caught that little tactical 
diversion and threw it right back at 
her. 

“Oh come off of it” he said. “The 
time is coming when you won't be 
concerned with divisions in the 
church, or altar hangings or Christ- 
mas holidays or any of that because 
you will be yearning for real com- 
munion with the living God. Right 
now you don’t know what or why 
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you are worshipping. But the time is 
coming,” he said, “in fact it’s all 
around you right now, when people 
are beginning to search. They sense 
that God is alive and real. They 
know now the difference between ma- 
terial things and _ spiritual things. 
They know that God is a spirit and 
they are ready to commune with him 
in all honesty in their inner selves.” 

You should have seen the expres- 
sion on her face. She looked at him 
for a long time as though by looking 
at him she was seeing everything about 
herself like she had never seen it be- 
fore. Then she looked down at the 
table and said sort of quiet like— 

“IT know about Jesus, and his way 
of life and his forgiveness and all of 
that sort of thing and I suppose that 
one of these days he'll become real to 
me and when he does, I’m sure he 
will make all of these things clear.” 

He didn’t answer her right off. He 
just waited and waited until she 
finally took her eyes off from the 
table and looked at him and when 
she did he just said very softly but 
very firmly, “The one who has been 
talking to you is he.” 

She didn’t answer. She didn’t turn 
away from him. She just kept looking 
at him. Now I’m not much for words 
but I can tell you that that exchange 
of looks was out of this world, 


it is really the Gospel truth 


It had something God-like about it 
ind that’s to be expected I guess, but 
t was more than that. I got the feel- 
ng that there was something real hu- 
man about it. In fact I'd say it was the 
irst really human look I’ve ever seen 
given. 

_ Finally she turned and looked out 
the window quick like as though she 
would see something, but I guess it 
was gone and she didn’t seem to give 
hang either because she looked back 
nd smiled a real dazzling smile and 
re smiled. 
I’m No Preacher 
Well that’s about all that I can re- 
member of that little episode and it 
night not mean so much to any of 
you, but when the Lord even came 
nto the soda shop and visited like 
hat I began to realize that he is really 
nterested in us and sort of is willing 
-o take us where we are and begin 
from there. 

Whether it’s girl friends or boy 
friends or studies or jobs or home-life 
st whatever it is he just comes along 
and sort of sits down and gets next 
-o you with what you really need. 

I guess I'd better stop or I'll be 
steaching and I’m not much of a 
areacher. All I can say is that what I 
aave told you is really and actually the 
Gospel truth. . . . John 4:4-26. 


TOPIC HELPS 


Choose carefully the person to read this 
topic. He should have a clear voice and speak 
slowly. Have him read without introduction. 
After silence continue with discussion. 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 


If you use this topic during the Lenten 
season you may want to use the service for 
Lent, found on page 319 of the CHRISTIAN 
YOUTH HYMNAL. Otherwise you may follow 
this outline: 

HYMN 32 “O Jesus, Crucified for Man” 

PRAYER 25, page 366 

HYMN 73 “Angel Voices Ever Singing” 

PSALM 63, page 348 

HYMN 28 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 

NICENE CREED, page 342 

PRAYER 17, page 364 

TOPIC 

HYMN 57 “My God! How Wonderful Thou 
Art” 

SCRIPTURE John 4:4-26 

HYMN 69 “Spirit of God, Descend Upon 
My Heart’’ 

HYMN 106 “The Lord Be with Us as Each 
Day” 


DISCUSSION 


What is the purpose of this story? Can 
you think of other Bible situations in which 
Christ approached people in the simple situ- 
ation in which they were? Any parables? Any 
I ams? Is God alive and real? How is God 
a spirit? 


Reprint from Frontiers. 
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don’t throw all that stuff away 


There are very many books, pamph- 
ets, magrazines and the like that con- 
ain extremely helpful material for the 
League program. But, when these 
naterials are thrown in a corner of the 
eague meeting room, others scattered 
hroughout three different locations in 
is many different leaguers’ homes, and 
till others destroyed before they are 
ver used, an understatement would 
e to say that the league does not re- 
‘eive full benefit from them. 

On the other hand, if all material 
»f this sort is placed in one central 
ocation with ease and speed, then 
you're really getting your money’s 
vorth. 


What to File 


Pamphlets 

Booklets 

LUTHER LIFE articles 
High Ideals articles 

Articles from The Lutheran 
Articles from magazines 
Films and filmstrips 
Correspondence 
Membership prospect list 


Letters and material from conference 


5-fold secretaries. 
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FILE IT 


(from Lancaster Conference 
Workshop Report) 


Primary Categories 


These are the essential divisions of 
the filing system. 


Correspondence: 


Copies of all letters and business of 
the corresponding secretary. 


Membership: 


A list of all league members, ad- 
dresses, phone numbers. 

A list of prospective members for 
use in a visitation evangelism program. 


Miscellaneous: 


General information, special wor- 
ship services, finance information, etc. 


Program: 
Divided into 6 sections to include: 
1. General 5-fold program material 
2. Christian Vocation material 
3. Evangelism material 
4. Missions material 
5. Social action material 
6. Recreation material 


Secondary Categories 


These are suggestions for additional 
divisions of the filing system. You may 
want to add more to this list. 


inutes: 


Copies of the secretary’s minutes. 
he alternative is to keep the minutes 
na loose-leaf note book. 


= 


ervice Projects: 


A list of possible projects for your 
League. 


Tama: 


Skits and plays, catalogs of same, 
nd references to books containing 
them can be placed in their own cate- 
ory of the filing system. The alterna- 
ive is to file drama material in its 
espective section of the program cate- 
ory. 
ilms and Filmstrips: 
» Separate lists of available films and 
Imstrips for each of the program sec- 
tions. The lists should contain the 
name of film, price of rental, and ad- 
dress of distributor. Space should be 

ade available on the lists for record- 
ing the date that a particular film was 
used. The alternative is to include 
hese lists in their proper section of 
the program category rather than in 
their own separate category. 


File Program Material 


Preliminary Step: 

Study the material to determine to 
which section of the program category 
it belongs. 


Pamphlets and Booklets: 


Attach a card to each pamphlet so 
that each time a specific pamphlet is 
used, the date and extent of its use 
can be recorded on it. Place the 
pamphlet in its proper program sec- 
tion. 


Book Articles: 


A list of all articles from books 
in your League library should be 
placed in each program section. Leave 
space on these lists for recording the 
date of use of the articles. Lists should 
contain the name of the article, title of 
the book, and page number. 


Magazine Articles: 

LUTHER LIFE, High Ideals, and 
The Lutheran all deserve their own 
lists in each of the program sections. 
The lists should contain the name of 
the article, the issue of the magazine, 
and the page number. Space should 
be provided on this list for recording 
the date of use. Use the indexes 
printed for LUTHER LIFE and High 
Ideals. 


Each issue of the ‘'big 3” magazines, 
each new book in your League library, 
each newly available film or filmstrip, 
and each new pamphlet requires an 
addition to your files. All dated mate- 
rial should be ‘‘weeded out” after it 
is no longer useful. Do not dispose 
of material simply because it is old. It 
may prove useful in the future. 
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the difficult news 


by GERALD E. CURRENS 


31.5...176...9.1... These cryptic symbols, indicating 
the trendex rating of a TV program, hold the power of life or 
death over the program, success or failure of the stars, profit or 
loss to the sponsor. They spell out the crucial information of who 
is viewing what and when. 

These ratings supplied by research services provide networks, 
producers, and advertisers with an index to the popular appeal of a 
particular show. People watch TV programs, the programs adver- 
tise products, and the products are bought by people. To those who 
invest money, time and talent in it, the popularity of the program 
is all-important. 

In the small village of Wozi of the Loma tribal area of interior 
Liberia—our home—there are on an average Sunday morning about 
200 people in town. Last Sunday from 8:45 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. 
twelve citizens of Wozi heard the word of God—a ‘‘program,” by 
the way, which you sponsor. According to the standards of evaluat- 
ing the popularity of a TV show, our rating was 6.0. The quiz 
show Twenty-One disappeared from the screen when it skidded 
to 10.9! 

Obviously, the program of the Christian Church does not 
depend upon a high Trendex rating. We are committed to the 
communication of a message whose appeal cannot be calculated in 
digits. Nevertheless, because we don’t operate on a closed circuit, 
but are intent upon effectively reaching with the Word of God as 
many people as possible, the appeal of the Good News—and the 
response to it—must be our serious concern. 

God cares. When 94% of the people in Wozi turn their 
backs to Him, shun His love, reject His mercy, and ignore His 
gifts, He still cares. The response to His Word is His business. 

Thus it is ours. For in His 


the natives do not always want wisdom He has chosen to 
a make His apepal through us. 


release from their superstitions The Gospel appeals to the 
deepest needs of people. The 
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our Trendix rating was 6.0 


Word lets us in on the determined purpose, the powerful deeds, the passion- 
ate concern of Him who has the final word about our life. It is the good 
news about the good God. But people respond only when they see its mean- 
ing for them, where they are, as they are. 


It is Different and Difficult 


Thus, it makes a big difference how we go about making this appeal 
from God to men. The problem exists in Washington and Wozi, in Hamburg 
and Hongkong—wherever the Church reaches out with its message. In fact, 
communicating the Gospel so that it is meaningful, really good news is 
especially difficult when we reach far out to people of other lands and 
cultures. 

Many otherwise well-informed church members may find this hard 
to believe. How, they think, could a primitive rural village (devoid of such 
distractions as 21-inch TV screens, the all-important dollar, and three-day 
week-ends) really offer any serious competition to the appeal of the Christian 
message ? Surely those people recognize the obvious superiority of our civil- 
ized, Christian way of life. Aren’t we being wonderfully generous and 
Christian in giving them an opportunity to be like we are? And don’t they 
leap at the chance? 

How often we conjure up the image of pastors traveling from place 
to place, telling a few charming Bible stories before docile, attentive clusters 
of “natives” who respond with child-like eagerness and simple faith to 
this release from the burden of fear and superstition! 

How frequently we picture doctors and nurses working miracles of 
modern medicine among multitudes of the desperately ill, who in turn 
respond by whole-hearted acceptance of a Savior who loves and heals! 

How consistently we have visions of the “ignorant, unenlightened 
masses” marching through mission schools and emerging with the knowledge, 
skill, and Christian faith necessary to meet the modern, civilized world! 

How naive we are if we think that this tells the whole story of how 
God makes His appeal through us! 

People may respond wonderfully to programs and plans, organizations 
and institutions. They may attend church, take pills, and learn to read. 
But the Church’s educational, medical, evangelistic, and other services are 
truly effective only when they are the expression of the way in which God’s 
Word embraces and permeates every part of life. Preaching, teaching and 
healing only serve to open the door to that truly attracting One who creates 
and sustains a transformation in the lives of people. 

The missionaries, and their national Christian co-workers, who are 
involved in these varied services have one underlying, controlling, motivating 
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concern—to make God’s will and purpose meaningful to the 
average man and woman in the everyday business of living. 

Whatever the missionary’s particular job—agriculturist, archi- 
tect, pastor or pilot, teacher, doctor, or nurse—he can relate the 
Gospel to his peoples’ needful life only as he participates in that 
life. Since, however, the characteristic features of that life, and the 
thought, language and customs of the people are so different from 
his own, the missionary faces especially difficult problems in learn- 
ing to know and understand his people. No easy way can be found 
to overcome these problems. The way is hard, frustrating, trying 
of patience, taxing the mind and body. In the end it is richly 
rewarding. 


The Language 


On every one of our mission fields missionaries are required 
to know the language of the people they have come to serve. For 
instance, if you come as a new missionary to the Loma people here 
in Liberia you will spend at least a year in doing nothing but 
learning to speak and understand Loma. Speech is the most common, 
and in many ways the most effective, way of communicating with 
one another. If God is to speak through you to a Loma man. He 
will do so in Loma. 

So, you learn to pronounce a consonant that is neither “g” 
nor “‘h” but a little of both. You struggle to say “k’ and “p” 
together. (Try saying “kpaw kpaw’ without separating the “k’” 
from the “p’’ !) 

You discover that the difference between saying “the coming 
of Jesus” and “the killing of Jesus’ is indicated solely in the 
lowering or raising of the tone of your voice. And you will probably 
never be able to pronounce clearly the difference between the words 
for “‘red’’ and “green” though it is obvious to the Loma person. 

Even after the pronunciation, grammar and basic vocabulary 
of Loma are mastered, you have just turned the key that will open 
the door to the thoughts of these people. Years of close association— 
of talking and listening and watching—are in front of you before 
you will begin to feel at home in the thought-life of your neighbors. 
Casual conversation with these people will grow into a deeper 


people respond only when they see 
ts meaning for them as they are 


‘ 
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communication as you share in their hopes and fears, joy and despair, 
and can speak of the Word of life to them with meaning. 

When that invisible wall between languages is broken down, your 
neighbors will speak more freely to you. The complex, seemingly unin- 
telligible motives and beliefs that underly their customs and actions 
will become clearer. 

Suppose, for instance, that a Christian young man of your acquaint- 
ance should rush to the hospital with his seriously ill child. The young 
father is worried. He says to you, ‘But I didn’t dream it . . . I didn't 
dream it.” To you, this would be irrelevant to the child’s illness—unless 
you were aware that his people believe that this illness was caused by a 
member of the family who, in a dream, had made a barter with ‘The 
Snake”’ by allowing it to take the life of one of the immediate family 
rather than his own. To speak to this young Christian words of meaning 
and comfort, you would have to do more than say that the doctor sus- 
pected meningitis—that he thinks it is a serious but not incurable infection. 

Through thousands of different languages God appeals to men in 
words they can understand. Missionaries have taken seriously the power 
of the written Word. In those cultures where there is a vast literature, 
missionaries with a thorough knowledge of the language translated the 
Scriptures. 

In thousands of other unwritten languages and dialects, mission- 


aries have been foremost in language analysis and in teaching the people | 
to read their own tongue. This is always with the purpose of putting the 


Scriptures and other Christian literature into their hands. 
The translation of God’s Word is obviously a most important way 
in which God makes His appeal to men through us. Here, too, great 


care must be taken that the words of Scripture in the language of the 


people are words which get across the message from God to men 
accurately. 


For instance, in Mark 15:29, within the account of the crucifixion, — 


we read, “And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads, 
and saying, ‘Aha! ... save yourself!’ The obvious translation for “wag- 
ging their heads” would be to use the appropriate Loma word which 
means moving the head back and forth, from side to side. But this would 
be confusing to the Loma reader. This motion of the head is the way 
to express sympathy and regret in the face of tragedy. The Loma man 
then would read, “And those who passed by derided him, moving their 
heads from side to side in sympathy and regret, and saying, ‘Aha! . . 
save yourself!’ To be meaningful the proper word would be the one for 
nodding the head. This is the action that would be mocking, deriding, 
showing that Jesus had received what He deserved. 
More than Words 

Language is the key to understanding the life, thought, and culture of 

the people. His is the most significant method of communicating the 


Good News. The missionary, however, 
makes his appeal in more than words. 
Deeds of love and mercy, kindness, 
generosity, justice and anger—all say 
something apart from words. God's 
Word, after all, is not just speech, but 
deed. He makes His appeal through 
our hands and feet as well as our 
tongue. 

God has chosen to use us in ex- 
pressing His glad tidings of love and 
salvation to others. In doing this He 
works miracles in spite of our feeble 
efforts and frequent failures. It is not 
we, but His Son Jesus Christ, who at- 
tracts and draws men through us. 
He has first of all worked in us a com- 
plete change, so that not only our 
words but every bit of what we are 
will be a clear witness to His trans- 
forming power. 

St. Paul, in almost the same breath, 
sums this up, ‘Therefore if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has passed away, behold, the new 
has come . . . So we are ambassadors 
for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us.” 
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Stressing 


A CHRISTIAN MOTIVATION 


in the Academic and extra-curricular 
Activities of the Student 


VOIGT R. CROMER, President 


HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA 


TOPIC HELPS 


DISCUSSION 


Is the popularity of Christianity an indi- 
cation of its worth? Do you think that our 
Church’s world mission program should be 
directed only to those people who show a 
ready response to the Gospel? If people in 
other lands do not respond to God’s Word 
by believing in Him, does that indicate that 
we have failed to relate the Word meaning- 
fully to their lives? If the answer to this is 
“No,” what other factors may affect the 
response to God’s appeal through us? 

Why is ability to speak the language of 
the people an essential to effective mission- 
ary work? Is communication of the Gospel 
limited to preaching and teaching, i.e. the 
spoken and written word? 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 


SCRIPTURE 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

PSALM 67 

HYMNS—252, 306, 323 in the new Service 
Book and Hymnal, or other hymns listed 
under The Propagation of the Gospel or Holy 
Scriptures. 


Marion College 


The only two-year college in the ULCA 
and the only Lutheran college in America 
strictly for women. Cooperative courses. 


Liberal arts; music; business education; 
home _ economics; GP REE Mer ol _ pre- 
r 


nursing; individual guidance; istian 
character development; moderate rates; 


sports. 
For information write: 
Joun H. Fray, D.D., President 


Box L, Marion, Virginia 


BOOK REVIEWS 


LOBO. By MacKinlay Kantor. New 
York: World Publishing Co. 110 
pages. $2.75. 


A huge mound of colored crepe 
paper ambled toward MacKinlay Kan- 
tor one night while he was at a party 
in Spain. It was Lobo, a dog who soon 
became one of the family. 

Mr. Kantor’s story is a unique one 
—humorous, yet tender—of his ex- 
periences with his canine companion 
from the moment they met until their 
final parting. Lobo is reading for pure 
enjoyment. 

Mary ALICE VANYA 
Phillipsburg, N. J. 


BOLD WHITE STRANGER. By 
Florence E. Beausay. Grand Rapids, 
Michigan: Zondervan. $2.50. 152 
pages. 

Most of the people you and I meet 
are Christians. How would you deal 
with a person or persons who were 
heathen? What would you say to 
them? How would you act toward 


them? Bold White Stranger is a story 
of such a people and how these people 
turned to God. 

A young man worked in Alaska 
and found out, to his dismay, that the 
greater majority of the people were 
heathen. He and his family moved to 
Alaska to bring the Word of God to 
the people. Many trials and tribula- 
tions confront the family as they work, 
play, and worship together. 

The story has a heart warming end- 
ing that I’m sure junior high school 
students will enjoy very much. 

NADINE Davis 
Wernersville, Penna. 


A BOOK OF CONTEMPLATION. 
By Dagobert D. Runes. New York: 
Philosophical Library. 149 pages. 
$3.00. 

Dagobert Runes sets out to write a 
book of philosophy at work. He calls 
it A Book of Contemplation. In 149 
pages he lists in dictionary fashion his 
views and thoughts on many subjects. 
For example, he writes: “Jest is but 
honeyed criticism.” “Man’s toilette. 
manners have improved, his church 
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attitudes hardly changed.” If you get 
a charge out of reading witty and 
satirical comments, you will enjoy this 
book. 

A word of warning. A lot of his 
thought is centered around man and 
man alone. Thus weigh his thoughts 
before you make them your own. 

Only if you enjoy reading the dic- 
tionary, will you want to read this 
book in one sitting. It is best read in 
small sections when you have time to 
reflect on his comments and enjoy 
their implications. 

Runes says concerning books: “ 
The shelves (of libraries) are groan- 
ing under the pressure of clothbound 
nothingness.” 

FREDERICK WEDEMEYER 
New York 


IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD. By 
Stephen F. Bayne. New York: Har- 
per Brothers. 150 pages. $2.00. 


“When Jesus saw. “These 
words can be found over and over 
again in the Bible. And it is with 
these words in mind that an Epis- 
copal bishop has written a book con- 
taining eight meditations for Lent 
based on instances in which Jesus 
looked upon people, places, and 
things. 

The author gives us a view of yes- 
terday’s world as seen through the 
eyes of Christ. And Mr. Bayne paints 
a word-picture depicting us and our 
world of today im the sight of the 
Lord. 

Mary ALICE VANYA 
Phillipsburg, N. J. 
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A swirling, rather sickening feeling 
‘ipped me as workmen swiftly 
heeled me into a storage room. I was 
oubled by a sign over the door 
rough which I had just passed! “‘Ec- 
esiastical Arts Department, United 
atheran Publication House, Philadel- 
ia. 

What is this department, I won- 
>red. What am I doing here? More 
orkmen appeared and shoved me in- 
) a corner with a number of buddies 
* mine—some green, some violet and 
yme white. 

Me? I'm bright red—ecclesiastical 
-d, in fact,—a 30-yard bolt of silk 
rocade costing about $14 per yard. 
’s strange that they tossed me around 
hen I’m so expensive. 

No one has bothered saying exactly 
hat they plan to do with me. Here 
ymes a friendly looking fellow. May- 
2 he knows. 

Well, he didn’t say anything. He 
ist picked me up and sent me through 
n electric machine. The operator 
1umbled something about the ma- 
hine inspecting me for flaws. He 
sund nothing wrong. 

Now I'm lying on a table with about 
0 yards of me rolled out. From the 
tder blank which the workman has in 
ront of him, I notice that this part of 
1¢ will be used to make a set of para- 
ients. Paraments are altar hangings 
sed in the church. Different colors 
re used for different seasons—like 
iolet for Advent and Lent; green for 
re-Lent and Trinity; white for Christ- 
nas and Easter; black for Good Fri- 
lay; and me, red, for special days, 
’entecost and Reformation. 

The colors have a significance too. 
White is for perfection; violet is for 
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repentance and preparation; green 
symbolizes growth; black stands for 
humiliation; and red symbolizes the 
life blood of the church. The actual 
use of paraments goes back to the 
days of the early church. It’s a tradi- 
tion. 

The man drew the outline of the 
pulpit and lectern ‘falls’ (that’s the 
real name of the hangings) on me 
with chalk. Then he marked a long 
part “super-frontal.’” This parament 
hangs from the altar, extending about 
12 inches toward the floor. The two 
little sections which he drew on me 
indicate book markers. 

Say, look how careful the workmen 
were to see that the pattern woven into 
me remained the same angle in all the 
pieces. I’m the Agnus Dei pattern— 
the manufacturer wove IHS and 
images of lambs into me by varying 
glossy and dull threads. 

As I was separated from the rest 
of the bolt, someone mentioned that 
the rest of me would be used for mak- 
ing stoles and dossal curtains (those 
beautiful hangings above and behind 
the altar. Near me are bolts of other 
materials—linen and black cloth. I 
understand they will be used in mak- 
ing cassocks, surplices, and altar cloths. 


Now they’ve placed a piece of pa- 
per on top of me. It looks like an 
ordinary sheet of paper, except that it 
is perforated at certain places. I be- 
lieve the perforations make a pattern. 

Anyway, they’re rubbing a white 
paste solution over the paper and some 
of it is seeping through the holes and 
staining me. This can’t be the right 
thing to do, 

It must have been right, because 
when the paper was removed, the paste 
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that came through the perforations 
made a perfect cross. 

I'm beginning to understand the 
whole thing now. Here I am, looking 
an embroidering machine needle 
straight in the eye. It’s puncturing me. 
filling my chalk outline with bright 
gold thread. I’m beginning to look 
real churchy. 

By the way, my seamstress men- 
tioned that she was a former DP. I 
believe she’s been working in Ecclesi- 
astical Arts for several years. 

Since the sewing machine episode, 
I've been made quite a bit stiffer. They 
pinned two pieces of filler under me, 
one a ‘‘drill’—a stiff material, along 
with a piece of muslin. Now I’m head- 
ed for the puncture machine again. 

You should see me now. My back 
is shiny with a covering of red satin— 
and of course, I’ve been sewn together. 
I suppose I’m finished and will be 
packed in a box, ready for shippin 
to the church that ordered me. 


Oops, someone goofed. They forgot 
to sew a fringe on me. My fringe will 
be red—three inches wide. I under- 
stand they could have used a gold 
fringe on me to match my embroidered 
cross and that it could have been from 
one and a half to four inches in width. 

Now that I’m finished I wonder 
why I'm being carried upstairs instead 
of to the packing table. But while I’m 
up here I might as well see all I can. 
There’s a large display shop that is 
crowded with beautiful vestments, 
paraments and other church needs. 
The designer of United Lutheran para- 
ments, is talking to some people. They 
are looking at me. 

I'm in the mailing room now. All 
five parts of me have been placed on 


stack along with the other paraments 
aiting to be mailed. One of the deep 
olet hangings is bragging about how 
cpensive he is. I guess he’s telling the 
uth, because his design is quite in- 
icate and many-colored. He says he 
as embroidered by hand—and that 
2 costs at least twice as much as me. 
zems that on my order blank it said 
would cost $125. That means hand 
nbroidered paraments are worth 
250. 

Another parament near the edge of 
e stack is pointing out the differences 
etween his weave and the rest of us. 

believe he’s the only one of his 
ind among us. Remember I said I 
as “Agnus Dei’ pattern—the lamb 
id the IHS? Well, he’s called “Ely” 
-he featured the cross and crown. 
here are a lot of hangings here of 
ie other patterns—the Normandy 
the rose, cross and passion flower) 
id the Tudor Rose (another rose pat- 
mm). Don’t get these patterns con- 
ised with the embroidered designs on 
s—patterns are woven directly into 
1e cloth; designs are added later by 
and or machine. Special designs can 
e ordered and the department will 
‘eate them. 

Everyone has something different to 
yy. A strong voice is shouting that 

took seven people to make him: 
1) the order receiver, (2) the secre- 
ity, (3) the workroom man who cut 
1e cloth, (4) the stenciller who made 


the paste pattern, (5) the embroid- 
erer, (6) the assembler, and (7) the 
packager. 

The Ecclesiastical Arts staff is 
rushed, More people are needed to run 
the embroider machines. Do you want 
a job? It takes six months to train 
someone to do the embroidering. 

Did you know the department be- 
gan making hangings only nine years 
ago? They started with one sewing 
machine. Now they have more than 
30. And what a variety of machines— 
buttoners, embroidering machines, 
straight sewing, and others. 

What a stack of orders there is to 
be filled. I just heard someone say 
that this building is the only one in 
Philadelphia in which paraments are 
made. This means all denominations 
ask the Ecclesiastical Arts department 
at 2900 Queen Lane to do their work. 
(Even a Catholic church, now and 
then.) 

Really, there are too many things 
to say about the Ecclesiastical Arts. 
The only way for you to learn every- 
thing about the department is to visit 
it. The staff enjoys visitors and takes 
them on special tours of the work- 
room. There you'll observe the entire 
process. 

As for me, I’m already boxed, 
sealed, and stamped. Tomorrow I'll 
be in the mails, destined to hang on 
an altar, pulpit and lectern somewhere. 

Maybe I'll be in your church! 


| rrr 


The man ran breathlessly to the end of the platform— 
but the train was faster. As he slowly retraced his steps a 

. helpful stranger remarked, “Miss the train?” 
“Not much,” panted the other. “I never got to know it 


really well.” 
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a drama 


of the RESURRECTION 


2y DOUGLAS D. FEAVER 
ind MATTHEW I. WIENCKE 


The play forms a trilogy. The first episode, taking place on the evening of Good Friday, 
yegins with the Gospel narrative of the burial of Christ and ends with the sealing of the 
omb. Here we are to imagine ourselves as contemporary with that act in the passion history. 
n the second episode the past comes to life and the witness of kings and prophets of the 
Mid Testament is heard. Thus the despair following upon Christ’s burial yields first to the 
jope spoken by the prophets of old. Against this background of the past, the great fact of 
he Resurrection is made known by the Voice of Christ from the tomb with which the third 
pisode begins. The victory of Christ over death shall be fully consummated in the heavenly 
ongregation of the redeemed. 

Against the left wall of the chancel are seen the vague outlines of a rock-cut sepulchre. 
ts. entrance, at a right-angle to the nave, is not fully visible to the congregation. 

Begin with an appropriate organ prelude. The congregation sings a hymn suitable for 
300d Friday. The hymn ended, the Evangelist takes his place at the lectern. 


IVANGELIST: (reads from Mark 15:42-45; John 19:39-42) 
OSEPH: (standing near the tomb with Nicodemus) 

It has been a black day; 

The very sun hid its face in shame; 

The wickedness of this deed is past telling, 

And we, O Nicodemus, share its guilt. 

NICODEMUS: Though I was not at the meeting of the Sanhedrin, 
It was my duty as Teacher of Israel to check this injustice; 
But I was afraid— 

“The fear of man bringeth a snare’’— 

And now, Joseph, I too share the guilt 

For the death of this just man. 
OSEPH: I voted against them, 

Yet my vote was weak and hesitant. 

« I did not dare to die for truth, 

And let my protest fall fruitless to the ground. 
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NicopEMus: Why did he die, Joseph? 
For no man could have wrought those miracles which he did, 
Except God were with him... 
That night so long ago, he spoke, 
“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
Even so must the Son of Man be lifted up.” 
Is this what he meant—a cross, 
Is this how “‘God gives his only begotten son” ? 
He spoke to me of rebirth, 
And there he lies in stony death. (They leave, left) 


(The choir sings one stanza of the hymn, “Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou 
Offended.” The three women, Mary Magdalene, Mary and Martha, in garments 
of mourning, enter right and move toward the tomb.) 


Mary MAGDALENE: Come this way, my sisters, 
For I behold the tomb where they have placed his body. 
Come Mary, come Martha, and see the tomb where they have laid him. 
Mary: How cold and dark it is! 
Could it be true, that he who had no place to lay his head, 
Has found a rock pillow in a grave ?— 
“He made his grave with the wicked 
And with the rich in his death’— 
That he who was warmth and cheer and life 
Lies here, cold, cold,—dead ? 
MARTHA: O wickedness too profound for hatred— 
He forgave them, for they knew not what they did. 
They taunted him: he saved others . . . 
Indeed, he saved our dear brother Lazarus 
Four days in the tomb— 
Himself he cannot save. 
Mary MAGDALENE: Why can he not? 
We, who professed to love him, 
Now have shared in wounding him. 
My scarlet sins he graciously forgave, 
Atoned for with his scarlet blood. 
Was he not wounded for our transgressions, 
Bruised for our iniquities? 


(As the women take up their vigil at the tomb, Lazarus enters right) 


LAZARUS: O sisters, why linger at the tomb? 
Come away home! 
The shaméd sun, his crimson face veiled in clouds 
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Hastens to hide behind the purple hills; 
And shadows, black fingers of an awful Sabbath, 
Are already throttling out each ray of light— 
“God rested on the seventh day’— 
We must not labour more. (gradual dimming of lights) 
Mary: O Lazarus, my brother, the very Lord of our Sabbath rests here: 
O bitter, bitter rest, unhappy respite from toil! 
MARY MAGDALENE: Is this the hour that should come, 
When the Son of Man should be glorified ? 
-AZARUS: Hold! Who stands there, 
Sinister, insolent, at the jaws of the tomb? 


‘Death, until now scarcely visible advances slightly from the shadows of the 


omb.) 


,AZARUS: I know thee well, 
And once escaped thy power. 
Thy name is 
Death! 
JEATH: True, and one day I shall hold you again. 
I stand supreme: 
In my harvest are reaped 
Alike, king and commoner, 
Master, slave; the wise, the fool; 
Willing, unwilling, all 
Come to me at last. 
LAZARUS: Out of the depths I cried, 
And to my ears, stopped with four-day death, 
Clear as the trumpet of God 
A Voice sounded: 
“Lazarus, come forth!” 
And your restraining claws 
Fell limp, 
And forth I came. 


DEATH: (mocking) Frail man, creature of a day, 
I carry him away as with a flood: 
He is as a sleep, 
In the morning like grass 
He grows and flourishes, 
In the evening I cut him down, 
And he withers. (dimming of lights) 


. 


(The women, rising from the shadows of the tomb, speak in the manner of a 


ament) 
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(The choir, invisible to the congregation, is now heard singing the chorale, 
“Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow.” During the singing, the lights are 
dimmed, leaving nave and chancel in darkness, except for the single candle at 
the tomb. There is a brief silence, broken by sharp peals of thunder.) 
EVANGELIST: (agitated, reads Matthew 27:51-53) 
(As the Evangelist reads, a pale light falls upon the space before the tomb, 
disclosing the forms of Job, David, Jonah and Isaiah.) 
Jos: What restlessness disturbs the realms of Sheol, 

A far-off cry, “Behold, I come!” has reached my ear; 

And my soul, bound in prison, 

Leaps to the sound of my Redeemer . 

But deliverance is not yet. 

I, Job, will speak in the anguish of my spirit: 

As the cloud is consumed and vanishes away 

So he that goes down to the grave shall come up 

No more. 

If a man die, shall he live again? 
Davip: The sorrows of death compassed me, 

And the pains of hell gat hold upon me: 

I found trouble and sorrow. 

Then called I upon the Name of the Lord; 

O Lord, I beseech Thee, 

Deliver my soul. 

Therefore my heart is glad 

And my glory rejoices: 

My flesh also shall rest in hope, 

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 

Nor wilt thou suffer thy holy one to see corruption. 
Jos: I know that my Redeemer lives, 

And that he shall stand in the latter day upon the earth; 

And though worms destroy this body, 

Yet in my flesh shall I see God. 
JonaH: I, Jonah, was cast forth into the sea: 

The depths closed around me and the weeds were wrapped about my head. 

Three days and three nights I languished in the depths. 

Out of the belly of hell I cried unto the Lord: 

When my courage fainted within me, I remembered the Lord. 

With a voice of thanksgiving I declared, 

Salvation is of the Lord! (Isaiah comes forward) 
IsAIAH: Hail, Shepherd King! Hail, Prophet of Nineveh! 

Hail, O man of patience! 

The people that walked in darkness 

Shall see a great light: 

Ye that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 

Upon you shall the light shine. 
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ONAH: No sign shall be given to this wicked generation 
But my sign, the sign of the prophet Jonah. 
For as I was three days and three nights in the heart of the earth, 
So also shall be the Son of Man. 
SAIAH: He was cut off out of the land of the living; 
For the trangression of my people was he stricken. 
He made his grave with the wicked, 
And with the rich in his death. 
Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: 
When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, 
He shall see his seed, 
He shall prolong his days, 
And the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hands. . . 
Behold, a greater than Jonah is here! 
There is a bright flash, and a light shines forth from the tomb) 
‘he Third Episode 
IVANGELIST: And at the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn towards the 
rst day of the week, behold, there was a great earthquake. 
The Angel of the Lord, accompanied by the three virtues, enters left) 
TOICE OF CHRIST: 
I am the Resurrection and the Life; 
I am He that liveth and was dead, and behold, am alive forever more. 
I lay down my life, that I might take it again; 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 
O Grave, where is thy victory ? 
O Death, where is thy sting? 
The choir, accompanied by the organ, takes up the refrain, “Alleluia,” from 
he last bar of the hymn, “Jesus Christ Is Ris’n Today,” and then continues 
vith the first stanza.) 
VANGELIST: (reads from Matthew 28:2b-4) 
ANGEL OF THE Lorp: The strife is o’er, the battle done, 
The victory of life is won! 
Nay, in all things we are more than conquerors, 
Through Him that loved us. 
‘Love, bearing her lighted candle goes to the center of the church and stands 
efore the altar.) 
For I am persuaded that neither death nor life. 
Nor principalities nor powers 
Shall separate us from the Love of God which is in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (Addressing Hope and Faith) 
Rejoice in hope! Be not faithless, but believing! 


‘Faith and Hope relight their candles from that of Love, and take their places 
reside her. As the Evangelist reads the three women, no longer in mourning, 
nter right) 
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Mary: The days of our years are three score years and ten, 
Yet is our strength labour and sorrow. 
Mary MAGDALENE: Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of heaviness: 
I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; 
And for comforters, but I found none. 
Lazarus: Three things yet abide: these shall I summon 
To bear their witness at the gates of death. 
Come gracious Virtues! Come, Faith, Hope, and Charity! 


(The virtues enter, bearing lighted candles and banners emblazoned with their 

proper symbols) 

FaITH: I am Faith, 

The Shield wherewith to quench 

The fiery darts of the wicked one, 

The house upon a Rock, 

The sure Foundation of the Church of God. 
Not in my own strength do I rely, 

For in Thee, O God, do I put my trust, 
Thou only art my Rock and my Salvation! 

DEATH: Thy Lord hath humbled himself 

And become obedient unto Death, 

Even the death of a cross. 

Can there be faith in God, 

If God be dead? (Faith’s candle 1s extinguished) 

Your light is no more. Where now is Faith? 
Hope: Though Faith wavers, 

Yet there is Hope. 

You who flee for refuge, 

Lay hold on Hope, that 

Anchor of the soul. 

Both sure and steadfast. 

DEATH: Thy Lord hath humbled himself 

And become obedient unto Death, 
Even the death of a cross. 
Can there be hope in God, 
If God be dead? ... (Hope’s light goes out) 
Does Hope so soon depart ? 
WOMEN AT THE TOMB: (7 unison) 
Faith, Hope, and Love—these three, 
But the greatest of these is Love. 

Love: Whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; 
Whether there be tongues, they shall cease; 
Whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
Love never faileth. 

DeEATH: Thy Lord hath humbled himself 
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And become obedient unto Death, 

Even the death of a cross. 

Con there be love of God, 

If God be dead? 
OVE: (placing her lighted candle by the tomb) 

Love suffers long, and is kind; 

Bears all things, believes all things, hopes all thing, endures all things: 

Love never faileth. 
JEATH: Feeble love—how dare it stand against me! 

I speak: and strong Faith, eager Hope, alike are dead. 

The light of Love shall go out as well. 
While the Evangelist speaks, the noise of soldiers marching is heard in the 
istance, coming nearer, The Centurion and two soldiers, in modern military 
niform, march briskly down the center aisle of the nave, and entering the 
hancel, come to a halt before the tomb. The women, frightened, retreat into 
he shadows and leave left.) 
'VANGELIST: (reads from Matthew 27:62b-65) 
Death greets the soldiers and hands them chains. There is the sound of ham- 
zers on anvil.) 
-ENTURION: What means this light, 

Shining like a blue star in a black night? 
YEATH: Love's flame alone flickers on, 

Feeble amidst the cold tide of all enveloping night, 

Helpless, before the bitter tomb. 
“ENTURION: This hopeless light, this scant warmth 

Stands in lonely beauty— 

Yet without power: 

Law rules the world and force its servant. 
YEATH: We know that whatsoever the Law saith, 

It saith to them who are under the Law, 

That every mouth may be stopped, 

And all the world may be guilty before the judgment of God. 
“ENTURION: Law is my master. 

I have given the strength of this arm, 

And it renders tribute to Caesar... . 

Yet, in the death of this just man, 

Law itself is judged. 

Condemned he died, and dying condemned by law. 

Stationed by the cross, today I saw him die; 

And in his death I saw a Law, higher than mine, 

And the one who died its author. . . 

Truly this was the Son of God! 
DEATH: What means all this ? 

The light of love still burns. 

I cannot snuff it out. (Death leaves left) 
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EVANGELIST: (reads from Mark 16:1-2, 4-5) 
ANGEL OF THE LorD: Fear not, for I know ye seek Jesus who was crucified. 
He is not here; He is risen. 
Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 
Go quickly and tell the disciples, 
He is risen from the dead. 
(Brief interlude of music. While the following dialogues are said, the entire 
cast gathers in the chancel. The altar, now brightly illuminated, becomes the 
focal point.) 
Voice OF Curist: Woman, why weepest thou? Whom seekest thou? 
VoIcE OF Mary MAGDALENE: Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where 
thou hast laid him. 
Voice OF CurisT: Mary! 
Voice OF Mary MAGDALENE: Rabboni, Master! (music is heard) 
Voice OF THomas: Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and 
put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, 
I will not believe. 
Voice OF CurisT: Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands! Reach hither 
thy hand, and thrust it into my side! Be not faithless, but believing. 
Voice OF THomMas: My Lord and my God! (again, music) 
(The following dialogue is spoken as the Choir of the Redeemed come forward 
from the rear of the nave and take their places in the choir stalls. The nave 
lights are turned up, so that the entire church is now fully lighted.) 
ANGEL: As in Adam all die: 
ALL: (in unison) Even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
ANGEL: If Christ be not risen, 
We are of all men most miserable. 
ALL: But now is Christ risen from the dead, 
And become the first fruits of them that slept. 
ANGEL: In that he died, he died unto sin once: 
ALL: In that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 
ANGEL: For the wages of sin is death: 
ALL: But the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(The congregation rises) 
EVANGELIST: (reads from Revelation 7:9-10) 
ANGEL OF THE Lorp: (addressing the Evangelist) 
Who are these which are arrayed in white robes? 
Whence came they? 
EVANGELIST: Sir, thou knowest. 


ANGEL OF THE Lorb: (addressing congregation recites Revelation 7:14b-17) 
(While the Angel is speaking, the organ leads into the “Hallelujah Chorus 
from the Messiah, which is then sung by the choir. Another anthem suitabl 
for Easter may be sung, or the hymn, “Crown Him with Many Crowns,” 1 
which choir, players and congregation all unite.) taco 
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Suggestions for lighting, sound, and costumes, appropriate for 
this kind of religious drama, are given in the notes to the “Liturgical 
IOTES Christmas Drama” (LUTHER LIFE, December 1954). 
Except for the sepulchre, no stage sets or scenery are necessary 
or desirable. Lighting is of utmost importance. A public-address 
apparatus may be used to advantage for the off-stage voices. 


Let the costumes be as simple as possible. Each role should be distinguished 
/an appropriate and symbolic attribute. 

JOSEPH AND NICODEMUS. Both wear simple robes with some acces- 
ry to suggest wealth. 

MARY MAGDALENE, MARY AND MARTHA. In the first episode, 
er simple gray gowns they wear dark veils to suggest mourning, and they 
ay carry either vases (perfumes and spices) or flowers. They move and 
t as a group. In the last episode, they have changed their black headdress for 
ute. 

LAZARUS may wear white. 

DEATH is clad in a voluminous black robe with long, full sleeves and a 
wl or hood about his head. Only his face and hands are exposed. Skeletal 
fects are to be avoided. He carries a heavy chain to which large padlocks may 

attached. 

THE THREE VIRTUES are the opposite of the mourning women. Their 
ess must suggest lightness and grace. They wear loose, flowing robes of light- 
sight material in tee colors. They carry tall candles and banners. These 
nners are rectangular in shape and affixed to light poles. The symbols (shield 
rt Faith, anchor for Hope, heart for Love) on the banners should be readily 
sible and are done in rich colors. 

THE CENTURION AND SOLDIERS wear modern military uniform, 
e centurion wearing the insignia and dress of an officer. 

The figures in the middle episode are distinguished chiefly by their at- 
butes. 

DAVID—a gold crown upon his head and in his hand a shepherd’s 
90k; the PROPHETS, mantels and staves; JOB, a coarse garment of bur- 
9, bound by a rope belt. ISAIAH AND DAVID may be more richly dressed, 
propriate to their high station. JONAH wears a ruder costume with strands 
*seaweed about his neck and shoulders. 

THE ANGEL OF THE LORD is clad in a resplendent white robe or 
nic, but not too full. His stature and dress should suggest power and strength. 
e does not have wings, but may carry a long sword, such as one sees in the 
edieval representations of St. George. He, as well as the Evangelist, Death, 
d the Prophets, should be chosen from among the players who have strong 
ices. 

THE CHOIR OF THE REDEEMED must be vested in white cottas (or 
white robes), for black gowns would be a dismal contradiction to the words 
the Evangelist. They carry palms in their right hands, 
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HEN our Lutheran missionaries 
were ejected from their work in 
id China, some of them returned to 
erica, while others went to Hong- 
g. 
ecause the Hongkong area is too 
all for a divided effort by the var- 
s Lutheran bodies in America to 
ablish independent missions, the 
+c finerneier 

tk is being done in the name of 
Lutheran Missions Conference, 
rich in due time will “give over” to 
> Hongkong Lutheran Church whose 
ders are now being trained. The 
iited Lutheran Church is a_ partner 
this cooperative effort in missions. 
One of the congregations fostered 
our ULCA missionaries is the Hung 
om Church. Organized in 1955, al- 
idy it has limited quarters on the 
‘ond story of a well-marked building 
a busy street. During the first week 
er its organization, eighty people en- 
led in the catechetical class. Chinese 
vices each Sunday morning are at- 
ided by about 150 persons, while be- 
een 50 and 60 students attend the 
ernoon services. During the week 
ymen meet for Bible study and 
ayer. Night sessions are held for fac- 
‘y workers. 


Personal Tour 


We drove past the Lutheran Theo- 
zical Seminary in Hongkong, a co- 
erative effort by the ELC, ULCA, 
igustana and several Scandinavian 
urches. School was out. The stu- 
nts were on vacation from classes. 
“How many students do you have, 
d how long is the course?” I asked 
2 president. 

“We have forty students,” he re- 
ied, ‘‘and the course is for four 
ars.” He stated that the students’ age 


OZodl 


OLZOA 


scars 
are beginning 
to heal 
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range was between 20 and 40. 

Hongkong offer many fields for 
these young men on completion of 
their course. Evangelism work can be 
started almost anywhere. The people 
have alert minds and they ask ques- 
tions. Nationalism and materialism, 
along with the claims of the Mormons, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Seventh Day 
Adventists have caused confused 
thinking. They are eager to find the 
way. 


Roof Tops 


One of the places where evangelism 
can be carried on extensively is on the 
rooftops of the tenements. A Lutheran 
World Relief executive in Hongkong 
said, “We look forward to starting 
churches with schools on these roof- 
tops.” He estimated that at least 185,- 
000 people live in huts and booths on 
top of buildings. They live like God's 
forgotten children. 

Through an interpreter, who escort- 
ed us through the overcrowded tene- 
ments, we asked several boys about 
school. We learned they didn’t know 
what a school was. And, they never 
will unless we do something! God's 
children, every one of them, and thou- 
sands like them, but with little hope 
for the future unless we act. 

“What is needed to help build them 
into useful Christian lives ?’’ we asked. 
One of our missionaries supplied the 
answer. 

“Right now,” he said, ‘we propose 
to build a primary school for more 
than 1,00 pupils. By operating two 
sessions daily, common in Hongkong, 
we can accommodate 2,000.” 

He told about the proposed high 
school for 800 students, where the 
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young people from our congregation 
can be trained, and where doors cai 
be opened to non-Christian youth whe 
in this Christian environment, can fee 
the difference Christianity makes. 

He mentioned the need for 
Church to seat 1,000 persons, to b 
used in turn by three language group 
at different hours. Mentioned also wa 
the need of a hostel for student: 
quarters for the three pastors, facilitie 
for the Lutheran Bible Institute an 
the Literature Society. He was able t 
show us the large site in a most promi 
nent place likely to be provided by th 
Crown Land Office. 

Estimated cost of the needed build 
ings would be $265,000 in America 
money. The ULCA would be expectes 
to give $60,000. Funds on hand fron 
the sale of the airplane “St. Paul” noy 
total $100,000. This would be 
memorial to Missionary Dan Nelsot 
who died in China. 


Sermon by Paragraphs 

Imagine a pastor giving his sermon 
paragraph by paragraph, and having t 
wait for the translator to relay th 
meaning to those who cannot under 
stand him, That’s the way it goes it 
Hongkong. The Chinese people speal 
either Mandarin or Cantonese and 
is a common sight during a service t 
see two men in  front—one, th 
preacher, and the other the interpretes 

Yet Church attendance at Nort! 
Point congregation averages arouns 
160, and the Sunday school now h 
five separate classes with teachers f 
each class. Women meet regularly f 
prayer. 

“What are you trying to accompli 
in your work with these people?” 
asked the missionary. He answere 


Ve are trying to help our evangelists 
d members develop strong congrega- 
ms which will be conscious that they 
2 a part of the Body of Christ. We 
e training them to be self-supporting 
d evangelistic enough to win others. 
1ey are working for a Hongkong Lu- 
eran Church. We are helping the 
iders find themselves and their place 
the Kingdom. We are guiding them 
their mental and spiritual growth 
they can use the Word of God 
ectively to reach others.”’ 
With the background of their eco- 
mic condition ever before us, we 
uld see that they were beginning to 
ercome their sense of being 
fugees. The scars caused by being 
rooted from their homes in China 
sre beginning to heal and disappear. 
ley were happy again. Christ is 
owing them the way. 


_ Carthage 
College 


Carthage 
Illinois 


PLAN NOW .. 


Make your plans now to 
enroll at Carthage College. 
Carthage offers completely 
accredited instruction for men 
and women. “Student cen- 
tered” liberal arts and pre- 
professional training in most 
fields. Write for free informa- 
tion to: 


; DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
CARTHAGE COLLEGE, CARTHAGE, ILL. 


TOPIC HELPS 


For additional information on Hong Kong 
write to the United Lutheran Church Women, 
2900 Queen Lane, Philadelphia 29, for the 
pamphlet ‘Facts on Hong Kong.” Follow the 
topic presentation with discussion. 

WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 

The service for Epiphany (CYH, page 316) 
or Lent (page 319) may be used. 

SCRIPTURE Romans 10:8-17; Isaiah 35:1-10 

PSALMS 46 and 67 

PRAYERS 71, p. 376, and 72, p. 377 

HYMNS “Hail to the Lord’s Annointed,”’ 
“From All that Dwell Below the Skies.’ Other 
hymns can be chosen from the section on 
Missions, hymns 265-279. 

DISCUSSION 

Why is there cooperative Lutheran work in 
Hong Kong? Describe the seminary. Why is 
Hong Kong a city with such crowded condi- 
tions? What are missionaries trying to accom- 
plish? 


MIDLAND 
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your college west 
of the Mississippi 
Co-educational 

Fully Accredited 
Compact Campus 
Individual Counseling 


U. S. Naval Reserve 


(Degrees: B.A., B.S., B.S. in 
Ed., B.S. in Bus. Ad.) 
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every Christian home is evidence 
of obedience 


| 
_JERE is God’s sixth commandment, 
‘Thou shalt not commit adul- 
+3 

‘During the second year of my theo- 
gical training at Luther Seminary in 
. Paul, our class in Greek New Tes- 
ment was discussing one of the pas- 
ges in which our Lord talked about 
lultery, the sin against the sixth com- 
andment. The professor polished his 
asses and said, ‘‘About fifty per cent 
"human misery is caused by a viola- 
on of the sixth commandment.” 

I think that this was the most as- 
nishing statement that that teacher 
ade in all the three years that I 
stened to his lectures. Our class sim- 
y didn’t believe him. We felt it was 
| exaggeration, and because we felt 
at it was an exaggeration, one of 
e students had the temerity to raise 
question and to ask the professor 
he didn’t think that the estimate 
as a trifle high. The teacher then 
arshaled all the facts and figures, 
tistics from prisons, hospitals, 
dges, police, doctors. I’ve forgotten 
e statistics, but the remark which he 
ade in closing the discussion has 
ver left me. 

“Wait,” he said, “wait until you 
ys have been in the ministry a few 
ars.” 


Twenty-seven years have gone by G 0 D 7 S S 3 XT a 
ice that day, 26 of them in my life 
the Gospel ministry. I’ve had a 
ance to test that statement against COMMANDMENT 


ese years, and against years of con- 

t with thousands of people. In the 

ee mcting with folks, by MORRIS WEE 
pitals, jails, and homes, 

re had a chance to remember this 

ttement and regard it. Of course, 

have no way of gauging all human 

sery. My experience is much too 
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limited for that, but on the basis of 
these 26 years of living with people, 
of sharing their joys and their sor- 
rows, their heartaches and defeats, 
their virtues, and on the basis of my 
own experience along those years, this 
much is certain for me: Except for 
the unimagineable misery of the non- 
Christian world and the dislocation 
caused by war, more unhappiness has 
come to more people by the breaking 
of the sixth commandment than from 
the violation of any of God’s other 
rules for living, at least as far as atti- 
tudes towards one’s neighbor are con- 
cerned. 

Death in the home is always sad. 
Economic need is a terrifying thing, 
as those of us who lived and worked 
through the depression will remember, 
but moral uncleanness brings its own 
brand of pain and sorrow. 


An Invitation to Disaster 


To violate this commandment is to 
invite disaster. Homes where the sixth 
commandment is remembered are nor- 
mally homes of peace and happiness, 
being spared some of life's most tragic 
consequences. This commandment was 
meant for all of us. In some respects 
the situation with which it deals is 
more acute for some people than for 
others. Generally speaking, men open- 
ly break this law more often than 
women do. But there is no one to 
whom this rule does not matter as a 
personal concern. Moral cleanness ap- 
plies to all of us—for moderns, for 
this age, for America. 

I recall vividly the letters of men 
in service from this congregation in 
World War II, and the letters to me 
from the boys who had been students 
at college during the Korean War. 
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These letters frequently dealt with i 
problem of integrity and matters 0 
sex. For our Christian boys the prob- 
lem was heightened by the prevailing 
behavior pattern which is true under 
those circumstances. So prevalent was 
moral laxness, that the boys in service 
were shown moving pictures as part of 
their training which revealed the dan- 
gers of venereal disease. Gene Tunney, 
the boxing champion, who worked 
with men in World War II, gave it as 
his opinion that this sin inflicted a hun- 
dred-thousand more casualties than all 
the bullets. Women at home, too, were 
often caught up in a smashing conflict 
of ideals and of emotions. : 

But war-time or peace-time, there 
has never been any time when this has 
not been one of society’s major prob- 
lems. An advertisement recently for 4 
book for pastors, called Sex Counsel- 
ing for Ministers, had as one of it 
selling points that sex is the secon 
strongest human drive. There are few 
novelists who do not use this as a 
factor, if indeed not as the theme. The 
French speak of it as “the greatest pas- 
sion,’ because of its universal and 
powerful influence. It is also a great 
sin and a common one. 

It is the mood of our time, I think, 
to take this very lightly. Sex relations 
and sex morals are not regarded with 
sober care by all people. Hollywood, 
as spouses flit from one to another as 
birds flit from the branches of the 
trees, has had an enormous and un- 
fortunate influence in this regard. I 
suspect that it touches all of us. Far 
too many of us coddle this evil an 
refuse to discipline ourselves to a pat 
tern that we know to be wise. An 
since this is so, this commandment i 
especially pertinent. 


Three Questions 


I wish to discuss it briefly by rais- 
ig three questions: What is adultery ? 
Vhy is it forbidden? And how can 
e secure for ourselves moral clean- 
ss? 

The simplest meaning of adultery 

unfaithfulness in marriage. Jesus 

id, “What God has joined together, 
t not man put asunder.’ Marriage 
cries His divine sanction, establish- 
g the highest human relationship. 
usband and wife are to be an entity; 
ley are to be one. For either husband 
r wife to destroy this oné-ness by 
nfaithfulness is to break the bond of 
iatrimony, to be guilty of adultery. 
This rule of living is broken also 
y those who are not married. Un- 
nastity on the part of those who are 
ngle is also a violation of God's holy 
ill. Jesus, as always, brought the 
roblem down to motives and to 
n10oughts, taking it away from the 
vert act to the motives and the 
10ughts of people. He said, ‘‘Whoso- 
ver looketh upon a woman to lust 
fter her hath committed adultery 
n his heart.’ This simply means that 
yhen unclean desire is welcomed, 
rooded over, and fails to become an 
ct simply for lack of opportunity, one 
; guilty of adultery whether he is 
ingle or whether he is married. 

Luther summed it up in_ these 
rords: ‘This commandment is di- 
ected against all manner of impurity, 
rhatever it may be called. Not only 
; the external act forbidden, but also 
very kind of cause or incitement.” 
emember the words from the lec- 
mn, ‘Temptation must come, but 
joe to the man that causes the 
smptation.” We must not only live 


chastely, but help our neighbor to do 
the same. To commit adultery is to 
be guilty of moral uncleanness, in 
thought, in word, and in deed. 

Moral uncleanness is forbidden be- 
cause its ugliness destroys man’s 
harmony with God. And I suspect 
that this is the key to this command- 
ment. Life comes from God, but He 
has entrusted its power to men and 
women. It is one of our greatest pos- 
sessions, and its proper use brings 
blessing to all. 

When this power begins to stir in 
adolescent boys and girls, it develops 
an appreciation of a multitude of 
things, beautiful and splendid, which 
have not before been meaningful to 
them. They awaken to a new sense of 
the loveliness of the world, to a new 
idealism, to the goodness of unselfish- 
ness and of service. We are often in a 
very compelling manner given an 
awareness of the glory of God. This 
power is the physical foundation for 
the highest spiritual life in us. To 
misuse it is to destroy the beauty and 
sacredness of it and to bring it 
ugliness and evil instead. 

Some years ago there were five 
young men in this town (Madison, 
Wis.) who met with me every week 
to discuss mutual problems. None of 
us will ever forget the discussion one 
evening when one of the lads told us 
that his father had urged him to have 
sexual experience. The nastiness of it 
seemed to seep into that room like a 
poison gas. It created an atmosphere 
in which beauty and holiness seemed 
to gasp and die. It destroys harmony 
with God. 

Moral uncleanness is forbidden be- 
cause God wants no one to live with 
the bitterness which is its fruit: the 
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broken home, remorse, a guilty con- 
science. To stand beside a young man 
with his body wasted and his mind 
corroded by this sin is one of the sad- 
dest things it has ever been my re- 
sponsibility to do. Doubly tragic is it 
when that sick one looks up from 
his bed into the faces of a Christian 
father and a lovely Christian mother. 

Do you recall King David lusting 
for Bathsheba, and how he arranged 
for her husband to be killed in battle? 
And how Nathan was used by God 
to point out to David his moral 
leprosy, and God’s rebuke? Then you 
have not forgotten David’s agony in 


that hour. As he walked in the corri- ° 


dors of the palace with his tormented 
soul, these words came tumbling from 
his lips: “Have mercy upon me, Oh 
God, for I know my transgression and 
my sin is ever before me. Create in 
me a clean heart, Oh God, and renew 
a right spirit within me. Cast me not 
away from Thy presence.’ That cry, 
believe me, has been echoed by thous- 
ands since it was first uttered by 
David. 

Sadness? Ask Faust, in prison with 
his life in ruins, as he thinks about his 
wrongs against his sweetheart. Can 
you hear his words, “Would that I 
had never been born.” Do you re- 
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member the prodigal son’s verdict on 
himself: “Father, I have sinned. J 
am not worthy to be called thy son.” 

God never intended that life should 
be lived in sadness that way. He 
created us to be happy. To safeguard 
the home and moral integrity, he 
established this commandment. When 
a person violates it, no matter who he 
may be, he is putting out a welcome 
mat for disaster. To obey this com- 
mandment is an open door to good- 
ness and to joy—to make possible a 
happy home filled with peace and with 
decent things. 

In the motion picture of many years 
ago called “Mrs. Minever,’”’ there was 
one especially memorable scene. The 
Minevers were Christian people with 
a fine, happy, friendly relationship. 
On a wonderful day Mrs. Minever 
bought a new hat and Mr. Minever 
bought a new automobile. As they 
went to bed that night, they were not 
sleepy. They lay there thinking about 
their good fortune. Finally Mrs. 
Minever spoke and said, “We are the 
luckiest people .’ And Ma 
Minever said to her, “Why? Because 
you have a new hat, and because we 
have a new car?” And she answered, 
“No dear. It is because we have 
each other.”” Fortunate is the home 


‘PROOF OF THE PUDDING’ 


Wittenberg is proved by the leader- 
ship records of her alumni. At Witten- 
berg they got the broad liberal edu- 
cation so essential to success. Write 
for complete information to 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 
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here under Jesus Christ husband 
id wife have each other and the 
1ildren have both. 


How to Secure Cleanness 


The question comes to some of us: 
low can we secure the blessing of 
oral cleanness for ourselves? We 
in cultivate the habit of cleanness. 
7e can believe that it is at all times 
» be desired. We can think clean 
oughts. We can remember that our 
dies are a temple of the Holy Spirit. 
Ye can remember that morality is 
ise. We can select good friends, 
10osing them just as carefully as we 
ould choose our food. We can avoid 
scoming slaves of liquor. 

Often women trouble is related to 
quor trouble. Wine, women, and 
ng have been linked traditionally 
ith every good reason. I remember 
1e morning in the shaving room of a 
ullman car, listening to a conver- 
tion between two men who were 
ong side of me. They were talking 
yout a mutual friend whose obsessive 
rinking and sex immorality had led 
» the loss of a fine position. One 
id, ‘““You know, it’s odd how often 
1e leads to the other.”’ And his friend 


answered, “It certainly is. But odd or 
not, any lawyer will affirm that this 
is often the case, and so will your 
pastor.” 

However, when all is said and 
done, there is only one sure way to a 
morality that works. It is to believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and then 
to make use of the spiritual strength 
which comes from Christian faith. 
For every last one of us our best 
efforts fall short. But Christ will give 
a spiritual staying power to the man 
who truly desires it. Joseph discovered 
that. When tempted, he said, ‘How 
can I do this great sin and wickedness 
against God?’ And so he was able 
to be strong. Mary Magdalene dis- 
covered it, and Christ became a source 
of redemption for her very sad life. 
So it was with the woman taken in 
adultery. You recall how those proud 
pharisees flung her at Jesus’ feet ? And 
do you remember how the Lord said 
to her, ‘Neither do I condemn thee. 
Go, and sin no more.” Why should 
that story be so gripping? Isn’t it be- 
cause that in it we find the secret 
to moral integrity? First the blessing 
of forgiveness, and then the fact that 
you cannot conceive of that woman’s 
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FOR INFORMATION WRITE: 
: Mr. Harry A. Benfer 
Director of Admissions 


ever again being impure. In Christ, 
victory 

Jesus has been doing that for people 
ever since those days. They have come 


to Him unclean and unworthy. 
They've heard Him say, ‘Neither do 
I condemn thee. Go, and sin no 


more.” And at the word of forgive- 
ness, they have sometimes lifted their 
heads and faced life with new hopes 
and new courage, and with a determi- 
nation to honor Him. This can be 
ours if we will believe and trust and 
follow Him. It can be ours if we want 
it enough. With Christ in our hearts 
we may have Him in our lives and 
also in our homes. With him there, 
our homes become what God intended 
them to be—places of peace and good- 
ness and of loveliness. Every Christian 
home is the evidence of hearing and 
obeying God’s sixth commandment— 
“Thou shalt not commit adultery.” 


Thiel College e 


Present this topic with as few notes as 
possible to keep it interesting. Begin by ask- 
ing what the sixth commandment is. 

You may want to take this opportunity to- 
show one of the excellent films prepared on 
sex facts. Consult your pastor about this. 
Your physical education teacher at school 
may be able to recommend a film. 

Choose parts of your worship service from 
the index in the back of the Christian Youth 
Hymnal, under the categories purity, Christian 
love, or temptation. 


DISCUSSION | 

Does Hollywood influence young people’s 
sex life? Why is war-time usually a time of 
moral laxness? Does adultery refer to single 
or married people? Why is adultery for- 
bidden? What about people who tempt 
others into breaking the commandment? Does 
illicit sexual pleasure bring real happiness? 
List some tragic results of moral uncleanness. 
List ways of securing cleanness for ourselves. 
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AOVIE REVIEWS 


by EUGENE HOEFTMAN 


1e Inn of the Sixth Happiness 
th-Fox 

The real life story of a woman’s 
termination to serve as a mission- 
y to China is given an impressive 
id absorbing telling. Starring Ingrid 
stgman in a notable performance, 
irt Jurgens, and the late Robert 
onat, excellent as the mandarin, it 
ptures well the flavor of a foreign 
ond where strangers are always sus- 
ct no matter how do-gooder their 
tions. Ingrid gains your sympathy 
rly and builds upon it. 

Final episode (the march of the 
ildren over the mountains) is a 
uching thing, and their entrance into 
e city of safety singing “their song”’ 
a strong climax to a quietly spec- 
cular, if somewhat overlong, picture. 
CinemaScope, and Color by De 
IX€. 


illy ‘Round the Flag, Boys! 

th-Fox 

Title is misleading as the picture 
really a lively comedy of sex in 
burbia. A side plot: Local Com- 
unity vs. U. S. Army Proposed 
issile Base, attracts some headlines, 
. 

Paul Newman and Joanne Wood- 
urd (real life marrieds as well) are 
ving a few domestic difficulties 
rgely occasioned by Joanne’s in- 
Ivement in committee work on com- 
unity betterment projects, etc. A 
se neighbor who would like to be 
en closer (to Paul) is Joan Collins, 
shapely dish. 

In a variety of ways, all very funny, 
ings are never permitted to come 


to any real conclusion! Bedroom farce, 
definitely adult, but handled so adroit- 
ly by Director Leo McCarey as to 
make indirectly a real moral point! 
CinemaScope, Color by De Luxe. 


The Hanging Tree 
Warner Bros. 

A story of the Old West with a new 
twist: Gary Cooper as a frontier doctor 
as quick with his gun as he is with 
his scalpel. Victim of a horrible stage- 
coach wreck is youthful Swiss immi- 
grant Maria Schell. Gary nurses her 
back to health even as he also rescues 
young outcast Ben Piazza from the 
fate usually accorded sluice-box rob- 
bers. However, Gary’s seemingly 
harsh attitude toward other towns- 
people drives Maria and Ben to revolt 
against his personal kindness towards 
them and to seek their fortune in a 
gold mining venture with Karl 
Malden. 

Climax reunites the three as the 
town is destroyed and Malden killed 
when his true motives come to light. 
Technicolor. 


The Buccaneer 
Paramount 

Action, romance and spectacle put 
together in the grand (DeMille) man- 
ner, with hair-and-mustached Yul 
Brynner as Lafitte the Pirate and 
white-maned Charlton Heston as Gen- 
eral Andrew Jackson teaming up in 
defense of the city of New Orleans 
(War of 1812). Inger Stevens and 
Claire Bloom provide feminine touch, 
while likeable Charles Boyer is Yul’s 
second in command. 

At times things creak to a stately 
walk but then again you'll find your 
pulses racing! 

VistaVision and Technicolor. 


BV 


A 
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FOR 
EASTER 


by 
HELENE 
ULRICH 


Let’s turn that social room into a 
fun factory! We're going to capture 
the Easter spirit to spice up our party. 
In fact, we'll make it the central 
theme of our activities. 

Here’s the plan: we want to re- 
member every person in our congre- 
gation this Easter. The best way to 
remember them is to do something 
for them. Right? Our method of at- 
tack will give us a lot of pleasure— 
and the remembered ones a lot of 
Easter joy. 

Party invitations in the form of 
Easter eggs or flowers would no doubt 
prove attractive. Be certain that every 
leaguer, or should-be-leaguer, is in- 
vited. | 

We'll have music! With a phono- 
graph playing Easter music, everyone 
will catch the mood of the party the 
instant he arrives. Music can work 
magic with moods. To begin with, 
records such as “Easter Parade” and 
‘Peter Cottontail’ will put everyone 
in the mood for fun. Put the true 
spirit of Easter into every heart also, 
by playing recordings of Easter hymns 
and Handel’s Messiah. 


Decorations First 


Decorations always lend atmos- 
phere to a party, especially when it’ 
a service party. Adorning the roo 
with color is a terrific activity for th 
early comers! 

By the way, since we are creatin, 
such a cheery Easter atmosphere 0 
Palm Sunday splendor, it would 
splendid to decorate the children’s 
Sunday school rooms. I’m sure th 
would enjoy streamers of warm p 
tel colors, a frieze of the Easter sto 
and gay flowers (real or artificial). 


Devotional Pamphlets 


We've provided decorations for the 
ildren. Now we must think of the 
ults in our congregation. Easter de- 
tional pamphlets — making these 
juld be enriching not only for those 
whom they will go, but extremely 
tiching for us as we make them. 
lis activity will provide an oppor- 
nity to use the talents of our artists, 
blical scholars, authors, poets, music 
perts and praying leaguers (each 
iguer should fall into this category). 
The cover of the pamphlet should 
pict an Easter scene, a cross, Easter 
ies, or the like. Or, should you 
oose in your devotions to deal with 
e specific aspect of Easter, this 
Suld be symbolized on the cover. 

The pamphlet should give a sug- 
sted devotion for each day from 
Im Sunday until Easter. If we use 
lot of variety in the devotions, it 
most likely that some of the fam- 
2s will use the ideas in their regular 
ily devotions. Scripture readings, 
mns, prayers, meditations, orders of 
vices, and poems could comprise the 
votional material. However, sugges- 
ns for variety should go with each 
yotion. For example: the hymn may 
sung, read as a prayer, sung as a 
o, read silently, or spoken antiphon- 


tt would be wise to use other de- 
ional booklets as guides, but the 
al product should be original. 


“A Tree—Not for Money 


There are always sick or disabled 
ople in our congregation. It is these 
»ple who will appreciate sincerely 
* remembrances. 


You've all heard of the money tree 
—that beautiful sight to see! But have 
you heard of an Easter egg tree? A 
colorful ornament such as this would 
brighten up any sick room. 

Strong boys could obtain tree 
branches approximately one foot in 
length. If possible, obtain such that 
resemble the actual shape of a tree. 
Fashion them to a base so they will 
stand upright. Since the branches will 
be rather colorless, an extra touch of 
beauty can be added by gold and silver 
paint. 

Preparing the eggs will be the most 
fun! They can’t be boiled, but must 
be blown. This is done by making 
holes the size of a straight-pin head 
on each end of the egg. Force the con- 
tents from one end by blowing on 
the other. After blowing them, break 
a hole of approximately one inch in 
diameter at the top. The next step is 
to dye the eggs in pretty colors. 

By means of variegated ribbon 
strung through the holes at the ends, 
hang the colored eggs on the tree. 
Into the large hole at the top place 
dainty little flowers (from old bouton- 
nieres) and air ferns. This colorful 
tree and a card will cheer any bed- 
ridden person. 


Refreshments and Devotions 


Refreshments will be welcomed 
after this work. Cocoa and cupcakes 
decorated with coconut and jelly beans 
should fill the bill. 

To close the evening’s activities have 
devotions. Use an illuminated cross 
or a large white candle as your wor- 
ship center. Tell again the wonderful 
Easter story, have sentence prayers, 
and play the “Hallelujah Chorus.” 
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(Juist ume 


by DAR ROA 


Psalm 8 

Read aloud. Six hundred men of 
Gath became part of David’s body- 
guard, 2. (See 2 Samuel 15: 18-22.) 
David persuaded his pagan neighbors 
not only to serve Him but to praise his 
God. Look up on one of these clear 
winter nights and see if the question in 
3-4 doesn’t clamor for an answer. Un- 
derline Jess. 5. 


2 Isaiah 43:1-7 

For a vitalized life memorize |b. 
Whatever the future brings be assured 
of 2-4. You'll never be alone, 5a. 
Makes no difference where you live. 
All corners of the earth are within 
His reach. See how 7 wonderously 
answers “Why am I?” 


Exodus 2:1-10 

How gloriously God works all 
things together for good in pursuing 
His purposes. (Compare Romans 
8:28.) Consider how your needs are 
being satisfied beautifully through your 
family life. What does Moses mean? 
(In Hebrew, mosheh means drawn 


out.) 
4 Micah 7:7-10a, 18-20 

In a day full of decay a simple 
villager named Micah witnessed won- 
derfully, 7. Notice the use of when. 
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MARCH 


Others accuse us who dare call our- 
selves Christians, 10a. By definition a 
Christian is not perfect, 18. Underline 
19b. Do you know how deep the sea 
really is? (Compare Psalm 103:12.) 


Isaiah 2:1-5 

Who was Isaiah? Why are we 
so embarrassed to be identified as a 
Christian? The gang captures our al- 
legiance. Observe the difference be- 
tween teach us His ways and walk im 
His paths. Compare 4b with today’s 
headlines. We need this perspective te 
keep sane in our society. Have you ac 
cepted the invitation, 5? ; 


1 Thessalonians 5:5-11 

Label the marks of a consistent 
Christian. Can you include yourself? 
Why do we feel that God is punishing 
us when things go wrong, 9? Why did 
He die for us, 10? 


7 1 John 2:7-11 
John does not apologize for re 
minding us of what we know already 
Linger long on 9. You rob yourself ol 
Christ until resentment you harbor if 
your heart is cleansed. Christian com 
duct reflects creed. Mechanics have 
mentioned that even a car motor purf 
better when clean “‘both on the insid 
and outside.”’ So also with your 


Exodus 3:1-6 


Though few have had a “‘burn- 
g bush” experience with God, He 
counters each of us_ personally 
rough His word. God chooses to 
set us wherever we are. And in va- 
us ways. He approaches some of us 
rough our emotions—some through 
r intellect or our will. In whatever 
iy He makes His approach, we must 
spond, Here am I. Meeting God is 
ways a holy, cleansing experience. 


Exodus 34:29-35 


Personal experience with God 
ives us radiant. If your disposition is 
Il and drcopy chances are you’ve not 
gun your day by talking with God. 
s not enough to be “aglow with the 
irit’’ unless we do as did Moses who 
ve them... all that the Lord had 
oken. Spiritual glow flows from giv- 
2 of what He has given to us. 


0 2 Corinthians 4:3-12 
Yesterday’s emphasis is contin- 
d here. Underline Christ . . . is the 
eness of God. If Christ is Lord we 
> His servants. Linger on 7. Observe 
it Christians are not. exempt from 
ficulty. Why does God design diffi- 
ty, 10b? 


14 2 Corinthians 5:13-18 

It’s normal to speak what we 
fieve. It’s abnormal to keep frozen 
the mouth. Have you thanked God 
- bringing the Gospel to your home- 
vn—for those who gave their lives 
you? What is your plan today for 
uring that grace extends to more 
4 more people? 


'*) Galatians 1:11-24 
Translation of life from dark- 
ss to light was vivid with Paul. Can 


you explain to a fourth grader what 
these words mean: revelation, Judaism, 
grace, glorified? To feel into Paul’s 
anti-Christian background check Acts 
8:3 and Philippians 3:6. After meet- 
ing Christ, Paul advanced by retreat- 
ing, 17. We grow by intake and by 
output, never one without the other. 


/ Colossians 1:24-29 

For the Christian, pain has pur- 
pose. Paul could rejoice in suffering 
knowing that he was becoming more 
Christ-like and thus useful. The Chris- 
tian life was not designed to be cozy. 
Underline Christ in you, the hope of 
glory. Count mentions of everyman. 


/ Revelation 1:9-18 

Imagine yourself on the scene. 
It is the Lord’s day (Saturday is still 
the sabbath; Sunday is the Lord’s day). 
What do you hear? Locate on a Bible 
map the seven churches mentioned. 
What do you see? What do you feel, 
17. Is Christ Jesus the first and the 
last in your life? 


/ Jeremiah 9:22-24 

Not a pleasant picture is 22. 23 
invites us to take stock of ourselves. 
Contrast 24. If you are uncertain about 
being a Christian, discuss John 1:12 
with your pastor. 


16 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

Do what 26a suggests. The ear- 
ly Christians frequently were poor or 
slaves. Contrast what we are, 26-29, 
with what Christ is, 30. Is it ever 
proper for a Christian to boast ? Mem- 
orize 31. 


17 Romans 3:21-28 

Compare with this week's 

theme: Rewards and Grace. This diffi- 
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cult Book can’t be rushed through. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to be your teacher. 
Look up every word you can’t explain. 
Underline the final four words in 22. 
Memorize 23. Whom does God justify, 
26? 


/ Genesis 6:9-22 

Find three qualities that made 
Noah useful to God’s purposes. Con- 
trast Noah with others around Him. 
Contrast to destroy in 17 with but, 18. 
Simply and strikingly the writer ob- 
serves Noah did this; he did all that 
God commanded him. Pray today for 
a righteous and obedient spirit. 


THE GENTILE 


by Sylvia and 
Henry Lieferant 


A striking and thought-pro- 
voking insight into the world 
of Jewish-Gentile prejudice. 
Through the eyes of a Prot- 
estant girl working in an all- 
i Jewish garment district firm, 
H we see the volatile results of 
| a reverse Gentleman’s cele 
ment situation. $3.50 


HIGH is THE WALL 


MS GS by Ruth Muirhead Berry 


The wall erected by a Prot- 
estant-Catholic marriage rises 
higher as the religious ob- 
stacles to happiness increase. 
The author has laid bare the 
bones of this pressing situa- 
tion, examined it with hon- 
esty and presents the problem 
fairly without taking sides. 
$3.50 


At all book stores 
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| Genesis 7:17-8:14 

Can you feel the water rising 
as the rhythm of this amazing account 
is captured? While God’s judgment i: 
tempered with mercy and He is long: 
suffering toward them that fear Him. 
His righteous wrath will be exercised 
as He has promised. Underline Goa 
remembered Noah. Are you tempted 
to forget that God remembers you ? 


20 Genesis 8:15-22 


God is faithful! Imagine your- 
self a newspaper reporter observing 
from Mars. Interestingly enough 
everything went in by twos but went 
forth by families. By God's design re- 
production is part of His purposes. 
What is God’s promise, 22? 


2/ Isaiah 43:15-19 


God is able! No problem in 
front of you is as great as His power 
behind you. Forget the past. Flin 
yourself into His bright future. Ther 
will be wilderness wanderings and des 
ert days for all Christians. But Go 


promises 19b, 
) Isaiah 60:1-6 

Note the source of our spiritua 
shine. Like the moon, Christians d 
not originate, but reflect, light. Hee 
4. 5 suggests that only after we se 
the Saviour can we be radiant. Ar 
emotions normal to the Christian life 


5a? 
23 Mark 1:1-8 

Do you find this week’s theme 
The Son of God? Good writers quot 
authority. To locate Mark’s quotati 
from Isaiah check footnotes. Do y 
wonder about a//, mentioned twice i 
5 ? Mark was a young writer who use 


erary license liberally. Imagine your- 
If in John’s attire. What was His 
irpose, 7-8? 


John 1:35-42 
=F John wasn’t hesitant about 
yinting out Jesus to his friends, 
-36. Underline this, 37. A warm 
itness works 37. Christ invites active 
ticipation not passive observation, 
. What if Andrew had never first 
und his brother? He expressed what 
had experienced, 41. 


Matthew 4:12-17 
wwf Look up each geographical ref- 
ence. You know Jesus better if you 
iow details of His life. Significant 
at the Gospel was also for the Gen- 
es—for you and me! It’s time that 
: declare Christ to all around us. 


Mark 1:9-15 

: What witnesses that Jesus 
rom Nazareth of Galilee) was more 
an a man, in fact the Son of God? 
en our Lord received encouragement 
om His Father, 11. Immediately after 
is baptism, Christ suffered a wilder- 
ss experience. Expect valleys after 
yuntain-tops. What did Jesus talk 
out when He came back to His home 
ritory ? 


Hebrews 2:14-18 
*# This marvelous letter to the 
sbrews points up how im many and 
rious ways God spoke to our fathers 
the prophets; but in these last days 
» has spoken to us by His Son! It 
's necessary that He send His Son to 
liver all who were shackled by Sa- 


a 


tan. Look up expiation. Be comforted 
that He zs able to help those who are 
tempted. You are no exception! 


28 Isaiah 42:1-8 
This passage paints a picture 


of Christ 700 years before His birth. 
Do you find Behold, my servant in 
John 1:29? Compare 1-4 with Mat- 
thew 12:18-21. Relate 6 to Luke 2:32. 
Luke, when writing Acts, leaned heav- 
ily on Isaiah. See Acts 13:47; 17:25; 


26:18. 
2 Isaiah 25:1-8 

“The Son of God goes forth 
to war’ and returns victorious! On 
this mountain (repeated twice) prob- 
ably refers to Jerusalem and the resur- 
rection. His resurrection victory makes 


8 a certainty! 
3 Genesis 3:1-15 

Here’s our basic sin: question- 
ing God’s Word. Where did the idea 
of a “forbidden apple” originate? Sa- 
tan is good at partial truths, 4, and 
tantalizing promises that prick pride— 
You will be like God. First-class buck- 
passing here, 12-13. Contrast Law in 
14 with Gospel in 15. 15 is the first 


recorded Gospel promise. 
3/ Ephesians 5:8-14 

To remember that once you 
were darkness permit fresh outlook on 
gratitude for salvation. Apply 11 to 
your friendships. Add 15-18. To be 
lled with the Spirit means to give 


Christ both our sins and our lives in 
glad surrender. Memorize 8? 


Our devotions for 1959 appear through special 


arrangement with ONE Magazine, and are used 
: with permission. Copyright 1959. All rights reserved. 
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CLATTER 
by CONRAD 
pot pourri 


Hope’ you won't object to a few 
clatterettes—shortie items of less than 
orbit-shook significance. 

On a recent flight into Philadelphia, 
one of our fellow passengers was a 
little pre-school “sprinter.” The center 
aisle was his race track. 

During the first coffee-serving 
period, little “‘Mr. Rambunctious”’ 
came flying down the aisle, whammed 
into the hostess, causing her to splash 
coffee on herself and several patrons. 

Immediately — and with complete 
composure—she turned to the little 
fellow and said: “Sonny, why don’t 
you go outdoors and play!” 


The President of one of our ULCA 
synods told me about the following 
hand-raising experience of his 8 year- 
old grandson. The Sunday school 
teacher was aware that most of her 
class had colds. So, she proceeded to 
ask for a show of hands of all who 
could claim colds. Everybody’s hand 
went up except the Synod prexy’s 
grandson. 

As they lowered their paws, the 
“exception” hiked his. “Yes, Timothy; 
what is it?” 

‘Miss Schmidt, I don’t have a cold 


this morning, but I do have in- 
digestion !’’ 


Overheard at a recent wedding: “I, 
Henry, take thee, Kathleen, to my 
wedded wife, and fight thee my troth, 
till death us do part.” 


At a recent gathering of a sub- 
group of the National Council of 
Churches, I found myself seated next 
to The Reverend Finis H. Austin. As 
we got acquainted, I boldly asked him 
how his parents ever hatched up such 
a name-tag. Smilingly he explained 
that his paernts were determined that 
he—the last of ten children—would 
really be the last! So, they called him 
“Finis’—the Latin word for “end.” 
Then, just to make sure that non- 
Latiners would know what they meant, 
they added the initial “H.” When 
combined, you have an American 
word: “Finish.” 


Now for some verse: 


NICKNAME BY HOME STATE © 
“Kan” is from Kansas, where they grow 
tall wheat. 
“Flor” is from Florida, land of beach feet. 
“Jawg”’ is from Georgia, where peach tree 
are full. 
“Tex” is from Texas, the land of muc 
bull. 


HOT RODDING TO HIGH RIDING | 
I knew a hot rodder from Rye 
Who straddled the “‘v’ of a “Y"; 
But don’t get excited, 
He can’t be indicted, 
He’s now riding high in the sky! 


Airplane Passenger—We must be quite high. Those 
people down there look like ants. 
Pilot—tThey are ants, Sir. The plane hasn’t left the ground 


yet. 


